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ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS  

SWC, PO 228                        
Schenectady, NY 12301    3/1/08  
Club House Phone  (802) 244-8918 
SWC INFO Hotline (518) 370-0304 
Clubhouse reservations   522-5474 

A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION  

Phone numbers in the Ski Chatter are in the 518 area code unless otherwise noted.   WEB Site: www.swc-nnyp.org 

Robert Fulton “Common Man” 
Meeting Mar 13 th 

Artist, engineer, mechanic, inventor, prophet, and 
statesman, was a genius of the first magnitude. His 
achievements in the introduction of steam-navigation 
were by no means the best or highest measures of 
his genius. Come hear about a person who changed 
our area.  There is a social session (7 to 7:30) where 
you can catch up on what is happening in the Club, 
programs start at 7:30 before the business meeting. 

Ancient Order of Hibernians 1748 State St . is 
just east of Rt 7 (the Cross town) in uptown Sch’y.  
From Sch’dy take State St. toward Albany.  It is on 
the right approximately 4 ½ blocks past the Rt 7 
overpass.  If coming from the Thruway take I-890 to 
Rt 7 East and exit at State St. (Rt 5).  Turn right at the 
top of the ramp and go East 4 ½ blocks.  From the 
Troy direction, take Rt. 7 all the way to State St. (Rt 
5) and turn left at the top of the ramp and go 4 ½ 
blocks to the Ancient Order of Hibernians  1748 
State St. on the right. 

 

John Michne “Mr. Adirondack Guide 
Boat” at the Mar 27 th Meeting  

John Michne is called Mr. Adirondack Guide Boat” 
for his skill at building guide boats using thin 
laminated strips of cedar.  He won the best of show at 
the 2002 NE Woodworkers Association for one of his 
Guide Boats.  He will have a boat with him and will be 
talking about his boat building philosophy.  The 
meeting will be at the Ancient Order of Hibernians  
in Schenectady. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Mar 8&9 NA Tele Festival Mad River (Clubhouse) 
Mar 19-23 Cheap skiing at Stowe 
Mar 15-23 Ski with Jon & Walt at the Clubhouse 
Mar 21-23 Clubhouse Easter with the Kornrumpf’s 
Apr 10 Meeting  TBA 
Apr 19      NYCDSC Banquet 
Apr 24 Meeting Elections and Ice Cream Social 
Apr 26-29 Womens Retreat at the Clubhouse 
May 17–18  Spring Fling at Clubhouse Ed Miller Chair 

 
 

Guided Tours of Stowe, Sugarbush  
and Jay Starting on March 15  
Walt Kangas (Stowe Host), Jon Skalwold, and 

Dave Campanelli (Sugarbush Host) will be at the 
Clubhouse from Friday March 14th though Easter 
March 23th to have a rompin’ good time at the great 
ski areas of northern Vermont, and might even throw 
in a trip to Mad River if people are interested.  Ticket 
prices are Jay: $35/$19, Stowe: $34/$14, Sugarbush 
$35/$35, Mad River Glenn $18/$18 (Adult/Senior). 

Walt will provide guided tours of Stowe and Dave 
will guide us through Sugarbush.  So come join us for 
just a day or the whole extended week, just make 
sure you let Walt (370-5136) or Jon (382-8458) know 
your plans. 

For Jay tickets send Dawn Knutson (5 Colonial 
Drive Schenectady NY, 12306-3507) a self 
addressed stamped envelope with a check for the 
number of tickets you want.  The Jay tickets are good 
any day.  The Sugarbush & Mad River prices are 
based on the 2 for 1 price available at the VT Mobil 
gas stations.  We have a stock of these vouchers.  
For late deciders, there are slightly discounted tickets 
of $61 at EMS in Niskayuna (go to www. 
Sugarbush.com for more details).  Buy gas at 
selected Mobil stations (three purchases gets you a 2 
for 1 discount voucher).  The Mobil in Fairhaven VT at 
US 4 exit 2 is a participant.    Make your Clubhouse 
reservations through Ed Miller the reservation 
coordinator, and contact either Walt (370-5136) or 
Jon (382-8458) for more information about this get-a-
way. 

 

Capital District Ski Council 
Banquet April 19 

The annual NYCDSC banquet will be held at 
Mallozzi’s at the Western Turnpike Golf Club at 2354 
Western Ave in Guilderland on Sat April 19.  You can 
make reservations with Maria at 220-9200.  More info 
to follow in the April Chatter. 

 
For Sale 

Snowboard and boots used only 4 times!  Purchased 
at Goldstocks, Loseophy white board and bindings 
$125; boots Healside, grey and blue size 9.5 for $60.  
Call Ray at 355-1882. 
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President's Corner:  by Bill Schaefer 

Lifetime Members 
Remembering Mary Bruno  

Recently, a new member approached me and 
suggested we have a “lifetime” membership category. 
We discussed how that might work and could benefit 
the club. Liking the idea, I said I would bring it to the 
board for further consideration. 

In the meantime, we had the passing of Mary 
Bruno. For those who did not know Mary, she was a 
long time member who was the inspiration for many 
trips; the artist of the lodge, keeper of the club history, 
held many club positions and was both a winter and 
summer enthusiast. Mary recently made sure some of 
her personal records about organizing the club trip to 
the 1980 Olympics became part of the club archives. 

Myself an SWC member a short 10 years or so, I 
continue to feel like the “new guy”. That is only 
because I realize the length of service club members 
such as Mary have in the club. They are in fact 
“lifetime” members. They have always been in the 
club and never considered not being in the club.  I am 
sure these “lifetime members” don’t realize how 
important an influence they are to us newcomers.  
This became more than evident at Mary’s memorial 
service.  While the service was full, SWC-NNYP 
members were throughout the crowd.  Our own Allan 
Foster spoke and sang the most uplifting eulogy 
speaking to the same sense of dedication to the 
pursuit of outdoors and friendship. 

The Club will miss Mary Bruno.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attn Season Pass Holders: 
An additional way to save money 

Do you have a season pass but hate the holiday 
crowds? Try a non-holiday pass next year and go to 
our lodge in VT for the holidays. I saved several 
hundred dollars on my season pass, and paid only 
$20 per night for lodging and skied a quiet Jay Peak 
for $35 dollars. No crowds and very little money.  On 
top of that, don’t forget gas in Vermont is about .25 
cents per gallon cheaper and you can fill up right 
across the border in Fair Haven.   

 

Women’s Retreat at the 
Clubhouse April 26-29 

Because we had so much fun last year, Ronda 
Anderson and Gina Kornrumpf are hosting another 
women’s retreat this spring, bigger and better than 
ever.  This special event includes 3 nights lodging, 
daily morning yoga, healthy but enticing food, 
including breakfast, lunch (box option) and dinner.  
The highlight of your stay will be a Day Spa 
Package at the Top Notch Resort  in Stowe, where 
you will immerse yourself in the luxurious spa 
experience!  Enjoy a whirlpool, sauna and steam and 
then relax by choosing one of the following 50 minute 
services: clay body mask, Swedish massage, combo 
massage, aroma mountain massage, reflexology, 
craniosacral therapy or Reiki.  In addition to the use 
of all pools, private lounges, sauna, steam, whirlpool 
and juice bar, you will have access to fitness classes, 
(like Pilates mat class and Yoga), and a gourmet 
lunch in the Buttertub Bistro.  Visit their website at 
topnotchresort.com and see what a treat you are in 
for! 

Also included in this special event: a wine and 
cheese welcome reception Saturday afternoon, 
preparation of recipes from spas like the Green 
Mountain at Fox Run in Ludlow, Vt., homemade 
facials and other treatments, and a couple of little 
surprises.  There will be plenty of free time for 
outside activities and just relaxing with your 
girlfriends 

The price, which includes all day spa and 
clubhouse costs, is $260 for SWC members, and 
$280 for guests.  For more information or to make a 
reservation call or email Ronda at 885-0971, 
iceanderson@nycap.rr.com, or Gina at 370-4017, 
gkornrum@nycap.rr.com.  They will send you the 
complete schedule.  A $50 non-refundable deposit is 
required by April 1 to secure your space, which is 
limited. 

Jay Peak Tickets 
SWC has discounted Jay tickets good any day for 

$35 (juniors @ $33 for ages 6-18).  Jay is even better 
for Seniors with a $19 senior ticket good anytime.  
Send Dawn Knutson (5 Colonial Drive Schenectady 
NY, 12306-3507) a self addressed stamped envelope 
with a check for the number of tickets you want. Give 
yourself plenty of time.  Bill Kornrumpf will have some 
tickets at the Clubhouse – when he is there. 
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Clubhouse Corner:  
Swim this Winter in Stowe  

The Swimming Hole in Stowe is the answer to 
sore muscles after a day of skiing or maybe someone 
in your party wants a break in the routine. The 
Swimming Hole is the answer. Indoor olympic pool 
and water slides. Located on the Rec Path on the 
way to the mountain. Day Pass offered. 
http://www.theswimmingholestowe.com/ 

 
 

Clubhouse Reservations for 07-08 
Ed Miller, our Clubhouse reservation coordinator 

prefers that you e-mail  your reservations to him at 
swclodgeres@yahoo.com.  Please use “SWC 
reservations” on the subject line of your e-mail 
reservation.  Include: your name, names  & gender  of 
all  with you, arrival & departure dates , room 
preferences, if you will be eating Sat dinner  and your 
phone number . Only if you do not have email, you 
can call him at our new reservation number (518)-
522-5474 between 10 am and 10 pm . Make sure that 
you speak clearly and slowly  so he has a chance of 
understanding your message.  You can also sign up 
at the regular Club meetings.   

 
 

Clubhouse Rates Reduced for Kids 
There are reduced rates for juniors that we hope 

will (along with the ski deals noted elsewhere in the 
Chatter) make vacationing in the ski country more 
affordable for families. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Guest rates are on the billing form and are slightly 
higher (encourage your guest to join!).  Remember 
guests must be accompanied by a member at the 
Clubhouse.  Do not give your Clubhouse 
combination to anyone, you must be there to let 
them in and show them the Clubhouse.  
 

Really Cheap Tickets at Stowe Mar 19-23 
Adult lift tickets   Child/Senior lift tickets  
(13-64 yrs old):   (6-12 & 65+): 
1-day=$38  1-day=$21 
2-day=$64  2-day=$27 
3-day=$90  3-day=$37 
4-day=$118  4-day=$48 
5-day=$137  5-day=$55 
Bring your SWC card and a photo ID to the Mansfield 
Guest Service Desk to get your discount. 
You can also call the sales office @ 800-253-4SKI 
with any questions. 

 

Mexican Weekend Mar 28-30 
Sandy Lieth will be hosting a Mexican Night at the 

Clubhouse on Sat Mar 29 with a taco bar and all the 
fixings.  Remember all the snow at the end of last 
season and make your reservations now. 

 
 

Cross Country Corner:  by Anna Dugan 
 

NORDIC TRIPS- HOTLINE 370-0304 
Call the Nordic hotline to join a trip. Contact me at 

372-2915 or glschmidt17@yahoo.com to open your 
outing to club membership or for information. 

 

Mar 8-9; The 31st annual North 
American Telemark Festival 

NATO is the world’s oldest and largest gathering 
of Telemark skiers. Telemarkers are treated to clinics 
ranging from beginner to radical terrain skills. 
Located at Mad River Glen, a 40-minute drive from 
the Clubhouse where Martha Van Fleet will be 
hosting.  Major Telemark equipment manufacturers 
are on hand to give skiers the opportunity to demo all 
the latest equipment. 1-800-835-3404 or visit NATO’s 
website at www.telemarknato.com  $50 or $96 both 
days. 

Wednesday Skiing 
"Everybody needs beauty as well as bread, places 

to play in and pray in, where nature may heal and 
give strength to body and soul alike."  John Muir�

With that in mind, we have decided to rekindle a 
past tradition of getting together on Wed to X-C ski 
locally as soon as the first snow arrives (and it has). 

Wed will be the official X-C snow day.  We'll take 
suggestions, trying to stay somewhat local for this 3- 
to 4-hour day trip.  If you see snow forecast, pack a 
lunch and call the hot line or Ruth Brondel-381-6899, 
Kelly de la Rocha-280-4150, Anna Dugan--489-5092, 
Don Patneaude-887-5483, Terry Tamer-435-1704. 

 
 

SPRING FLING May 17-18 
We are planning a spring fling at the SWC 

clubhouse for May 17-18.We will have a couple of 
canoe trips. There are lodge canoes, and maybe 
paddles and PFDs but its a good idea to bring your 
own if you have them. If it is too windy for canoeing, I 
will probably go looking for wildflowers and I always 
like company.  I hope to have someone else lead 
more vigorous hiking trips and in the past there has 
been biking and even shopping.  Plan to bring your 
favorite toys.  You can sign up via the Clubhouse 
reservation system: swclodgeres@yahoo.com or after 
April first by calling Ed Miller on 518-489-7216. 

 

Member Dinner Break
fast 

Lodging: 
Weekend 
Holiday 

Lodging: 
Mid-week 

Adult $6 $3 $20 $15 
Junior $6 $3 $10 $7 
6 and 
Under   

Free with Parent 
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Alpine Skiing Corner:  by Dorie Valenti 
The SWC Comeback Team 

Wins Mens Class II Team First Place  
The day started out like any other.  Members of 

the SWC alpine ski team woke up at their usual time 
of about 4 am, before the light of the rising sun 
spread across the horizon, and as each member of 
the team stepped out into the cold darkness one 
could hear the frozen snow crackle under their feet, 
one after another, creech crunch, creech crunch, and 
faster as they each went out for their warm up runs 
before the race.  One can only imagine, of course, for 
due to the limited budget allocated to the alpine ski 
team, the racers this year were forced to train alone 
and on their own recognizance, and surely each and 
every one must have complied for the results were, 
well, the results speak for themselves.  

In years past the team imagined themselves 
training together in the snows of Colorado, high 
above sea level, where the air is thin and where each 
breath explodes into hundreds of thousands of red 
blood cells increasing an athlete’s endurance and 
strength at the lower altitudes.  This year only three of 
our racers were able to make real what we like to 
imagine, to train out West before the great race.  Bill 
Kornrumpf, Walt Kangas and Pete Weykamp, each 
reached into the coffers of their hard earned 
retirement monies (for Bill and Walt) and hard earned 
monies (for Pete) and spent a week out West training 
for the team in waist deep snow.   

The morning of the race we gathered in the 
Santanoni Room at Gore Mountain.  (Where’s Bill 
Schaefer?  Has anyone seen Bill?)  No one’s seen 
Bill.  (What time is it? It’s after 9?)  It’s after 9 and no 
one’s seen Bill.  (You have me in Vet and I’m a Super 
Vet.  I’m a Super Vet too and I’m in Vet. )  Ok.  Let 
me change your bib numbers.  I need to replace 
these two bibs with these two bibs.  (You have me in 
Super Vet but I want to ski open.)  I have you in open.  
(No, you have me in Super Vet.)  Oh yeah, look at 
this, I have you in Open and Super Vet.  (Hmmmm.  
We could really clean up by registering each racer 
twice.)  Do you know Walt isn’t coming?  Yes.  Why 
can’t he race today?  After all the training and all the 
time he put into preparing for this race.  How was 
your warm up run this morning?  Good.  I had a good 
run.  I feel good today.  Good.  That’s good.  10 am.  
Start time.  And then it happened. 

 (Hey look!  Schaefer showed!  We were lined up 
at the start.  Sorry I’m late, he said,  Had a difficult 
time trying to leave Saratoga last night.) 

Racer ready.  Three, two, one, and go.  Wait!  Do 
we go on the right side of the gate or the left side.  
The RIGHT SIDE!  And one after another, the SWC 

Alpine Ski team cleaned up while the ASC and OC’s 
crashed and burned.  It was not a pretty sight as the 
gate keepers ran out of DSQ forms recording all the 
crashes.  

 
The following medals were awarded to  
Liz Goody       2nd place Junior Girls 
Christian Weykamp  2nd place Junior Boys 
Peter Valenti    3rd place Junior Boys 
Anna Dugan     1st place Womens SuperVet 
Alex OConner   1st place Class II Mens Open 
Bill Kornrumpf   3rd place Class II Mens Open 
 Class II mens team FIRST PLACE: 
Alex Oconnor, Bill Kornrumpf, Chip McCormick, Bill 
Schaefer & Terry Tamer 
 
Names and Numbers to Remember 
Board of Directors: 
Bill Schaefer, Pres H 370-0229 
Pete Weykamp, VP Administration H 785-6433 
Anna Dugan, VP Nordic H 489-5092 
Kathy Perrego, VP Activities  H 869-1155 
Dorie Valenti, VP-Alpine H 334-0652 
Anna Dugan NNYP President H 489-5092 
Lat Schmidt, Secretary,  H 372-2915 
Ray Asselin, Treasurer H 355-1882 
Walt Kangas, Clubhouse Director  H 370-5136 
Tony Dorangrichia, At Large H 435-9981 
At Large  (open) 
Rich Vanderwood, At Large H 368-1149 
Jon Skalwold, Past Pres. H 382-8458 
Others: 
Jean Burton, Membership  H 872-2333 
Gina Kornrumpf Bike coordinator H 370-4017 
Bill Kornrumpf, Chatter Editor & H 370-4017 
  Clubhouse Facilities Coordinator  
wkornrumpf@ieee.org  
Allan Foster Blade Editor adfos@aol.com H 438-5540 
Dorie Valenti Webmaster doriev@verizon.net  
Ed Miller Clubhouse Reservations      518-522-5474 
Clubhouse at Waterbury Center 802-244-8918 

 

 
Change Of Address Notices 

Change of Address notices should be sent to: Jean 
Burton, PO 46, Gallupville, NY 12073 or 
wburton2@nycap.rr.com.  Do not send to the editors, 
or the Club PO Box, they will get lost. 
 

CLUB MULTIMEDIA PROJECTOR 
We want to thank Ed Miller for his donation of $25 

for the new multimedia projector we are using at the 
meetings. 
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Ski Council Days 
The New York Capital District Ski Council has 

arranged a great season of inexpensive skiing at ski 
areas.  Please patronize these areas and make sure 
that we leave a positive impression.  Make sure you 
let the ticket agents, the mountain hosts, and the lift 
attendants know that SWC’ers were in attendance.  
We need to be heard!  Keep watching the NYCDSC 
web page at  www.nycdsc.org  for updates.  

All mountains will require YOU TO SHOW the 
SWC membership card and photo ID - all members 
must have cards including children (you should have 
received a youth membership card for each child) 
 

2007-2008 Council Appreciation Ski Days 
Fri March 7th - Mt Snow $32 - * Go to Sun Lodge Group 
Sales Window 
Fri March 7th - Okemo $30* Must go to Group Sales Trailer 
Sat March 8th - Mt Snow $39 - * Go to Sun Lodge Group 
Sales Window 
Mon March 10th - Bromley $23 
Mar 16 Sunday Stratton $40 (new addition to list)  
Mar 23 Sun Gore $35 Group Sales (new addition to list)  
Mon March 24th - Whiteface $35 - Any ticket window 
Tue March 25th - Whiteface $35 - Any ticket window 
Fri March 28th - Bromley $23 
Mar 28 Friday Stratton $30 (new addition to list)  
Other deals:  
Belleayre  $10 off non disc tickets every day for club 
members. 
Belleayre  -$15 days – 3/14, 4/11. Free on your birthday or 
+6 Months for summer babies  
Jiminy Peak  $8 off on Tue Go to website and get E-
coupons 3/10 
Gore Coke Deal: $35 ticket with Coke product on any Wed  
Bromley Family Fridays  Combine Bromley's $25 
midweek/non-holiday ticket with the Family Friday deal. 
Each paying adult pays just $12 per kid for up to three kids.  
Mar 7, 14, 28; April 4  
Bromley  $30 Lifts & Lunch Tues.  $30 lift & lunch ticket on 
most Tuesdays throughout the season. Not just any 
ordinary lunch but a full, sit down, waitress-served lunch at 
the Wild Boar Tavern. Everything is included, an all day lift 
ticket and your pick of the menu, except the tip! Lift and 
Lunch Tuesdays are Mar 4, 11, 18, 25. 
Bromley  ST. PATRICK'S DAY SPECIAL 3/17: Wear 
something green for a $17 ticket. 
Bromley  A FOOLISH SPECIAL! 4/1 : D’OH! a two-for-one 
Tuesday!  
Don’t forget to use the passes that you received from the 
Warren Miller Movie.  Many of the passes are good till late 
in the season 
 

 

Whiteface Club Appreciation Days 
Whiteface has $35 tickets for Ski Club members 

on 3/24-25, 4/7-8.  The regular price is $64.  You 
have to show your membership card. 

SWC Goodies on Sale  
To celebrate SWC's 75 th year , we have SWC decals 

in two sizes, patches and a great SWC logo fleece.  
The larger decals (2.5 inches) are great for helmets 

and car windows.  The smaller (about half size) are 
great for ski tips, poles, and helmets with limited space 
for a decal.  The decals will help make your equipment 
unique (easier to find in the ski rack and harder for 
someone to accidentally take the wrong equipment).  
They also make good conversation starters while riding 
the chairlift.  The patches can be sewn on jackets and 
ski bags.  Displaying these gets our Club visibility out in 
the world and helps recruit new members.  The Fleece 
is from LL Bean and have the SWC Logo embroidered 
on the chest.  They're a lightweight black 1/4 zip 
pullover and are in both men's and women's styles.  
Cost is $40 each, payable to SWC. 

Large decals are $3, small decals are $1 and the 
patches are $3.  See Walt Kangas at some event or 
you can send a self-addressed envelope; listing those 
items you want, with a check made out to SWC to the 
address below.  Mark the envelope - SWC Goodies 
and include your phone number in case Walt has 
questions. 

This is just the start of our 75th celebration. 
Walt Kangas, 1061 Waverly Place, Schenectady 

NY 12308 
 

SWC Logo Fitness Fleece 
We are getting orders together for the LL Bean 

Fitness Fleeces again.  These are the same fleeces 
you have seen on many of your members.   Great for 
hanging around or use as a layer in your ski outfit.  
This year we will offer several colors.  For men: 
Black, Deep Red, Bottle Blue, Graphite, and Night 
(navy blue).  For women: Black, Deep Red, Dark 
Plum, Green Tea, Ivory, Sea Blue, and Slate Teal.   
Cost is $40 and includes a small fund raising 
contribution to SWC.  Call Walt Kangas (370-5136) 
with your size and color selection. 

�

Chatter/Blade on Website �
The Chatter/ Blade is timed to arrive at your 

doorstep for the first of the month.  
As it is sent to the printer, we also post it on our 

website. This means the Chatter/Blade can be viewed 
about the 20th of the month, or about 10 days earlier. 
(The best part is the pictures look great in color) 

 

What's Happening at Stowe?  
A great website to find out what's happening in 

Stowe at any time is www.gostowe.com then at the 
top center of the page, click on "THINGS TO DO".  
You'll find all kinds of fun things to do as you plan 
your year round outings. 
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75 Years of SWC 
The Schenectady Wintersports Club (SWC) is 

celebrating 75 years of providing winter sports 
opportunities for Capital District residents.   It all 
started with Snow Trains to North Creek (the current 
site of the Gore Mountain ski area) and continues 
today with economical year round outdoor activities 
for families, including a Clubhouse near Stowe 
Vermont. 

Today, SWC continues as a vibrant Club with 
about 700 members from all over the Capital District 
(and beyond) under the leadership of Bill Schaefer – 
nephew of the club founder.  Skiing is still a big focus 
of the Club, but as in the 1930’s, other outdoor 
activities (now winter and summer) are encouraged 
by the Club. 

Winter meetings (as in the 1930’s) involve 
presentations by guest speakers and preparing plans 
for coming events.  Meetings are currently held at the 
Hibernian Hall in Schenectady about every other 
Thursday.  In the summer SWC meets to ride bikes 
(helps to stay in shape for skiing) and to paddle on 
the Mohawk River (the Northern New York Paddlers 
become a subdivision of the Club about 40 years 
ago).   

The Paddlers run the Towpath and Electric City 
Regattas each year on the Mohawk River and 
participate successfully in other races across the 
nation.  

SWC skiers race against other NY Capital District 
Ski Council member clubs – mostly for fun, but some 
trophies are occasionally won.   

The Club owns a renovated old farm house in 
Waterbury Center Vermont (about 6 miles south of 
Stowe) which provides Club members with lodging 
and a base for activities, especially skiing, in northern 
Vermont. 

SWC is not only a participant of outdoor activities, 
but has encouraged others to participate also.  SWC 
contributes to organizations and individuals who 
demonstrate the spirit of adventure shared by SWC.  
Over the years SWC has contributed tens of 
thousands of dollars to individuals and organizations, 
such as Stride and Double HH Hole in the Woods – 
both adaptive ski programs for the handicapped.  
Some SWC members have also been instructors in 
these programs. 

It all started when the Mohawk Valley Hiking Club 
camped out in the Adirondacks during the 1932 
Olympics at Lake Placid.   This led to an interest in 
encouraging more winter sports activity in the 
Schenectady area and the plan to run a snow train.    

Several outdoor clubs, led by Vincent Schaefer 
from the Mohawk Valley Hiking Club, started a Snow 
Train Committee during 1932.  The objective was to 

find a suitable ski area that could be reached by train 
and determine if there was sufficient interest to make 
a snow train viable.  By the fall of 1932 more than 200 
had shown interest and the first public meeting of the 
Snow Train Committee was held with 300 people in 
attendance.   The meeting consisted of winter sports 
equipment discussions and snow train planning.  
There were also movies on skiing techniques.     

The name Schenectady Winter Sports Club was 
adopted.  Winter Sports Club was used in lieu of Ski 
Club, because the club truly represented diverse 
winter sports activities, including: skating, skate 
sailing, snowshoeing, and tobogganing.    

The winter of 1933 was wet and warm – not 
suitable for winter sports. Several planned snow 
trains were cancelled.  On March 4, 1934 the first 
snow train in New York went to North Creek from 
Schenectady with 378 on board.  Subsequent trains 
(some starting in New York City) ran through the 
1930’s - more than 700 people were onboard the 
January 1935 train.   

During the 1930’s, the club membership included 
many engineers from the General Electric R&D 
Center.  These engineers and others were always 
trying new equipment ideas.  These ideas were 
tested on the slopes (documented in SWC produced 
movies) and reported in weekly articles in the 
Schenectady Gazette.  There were some failures, but 
others have become essential to today’s ski 
equipment. 

In the January 12, 1934 Gazette, SWC provided 
instructions on how to add “hard edges for skis” 
because the “ski manufactures … are quite unaware 
of the existence of hard edges..”.  Recommended 
edge materials included brass, steel, aluminum, 
bakelite, and celluloid.  Freddie (Woodall) Anderson 
was among the first to ski with hard edges – that had 
been installed by her father.  Freddie has been the 
director of the Schenectady Ski School (now located 
at Maple Ski Ridge) for decades teaching many 
generations of skiers and is recognized a one of the 
top 10 most influential ski instructors in the United 
States. 

Another Gazette article provided a description of 
stepped ski bottoms to assist in climbing (the first 
waxless skis?) developed and used by HR 
Summerhayes as early as 1931.  Another Club 
“invention” was the baffled sleeping bag (no stitching 
though the insulation) – now the standard for all 
winter sleeping bags.  The first SWC train had a ski 
patrol, including a doctor, a nurse, and a rescue 
toboggan which was strategically located on the 
mountain.  Some argue that this was the first ski 
patrol in the United States although the Mount 
Mansfield Ski Patrol does not agree.   6
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The Gazette articles were basically SWC’s weekly 
newsletters for several years – many written by Guy 
Suits from the GE R&D Center.  The newsletters 
provided schedules for local events and meetings, 
snow conditions at areas in and around the Capital 
District, maps of ski areas, and local ski race results.   

As is done today, meetings included planning for 
upcoming events, presentations by guest speakers, 
and movies.  SWC, who currently is a promoter of the 
annual Warren Miller ski movie, was making skiing 
movies long before Warren Miller came along.  SWC 
wintersports events were not limited to the Snow 
Trains.  Many local races were held, in Alpine skiing 
and speed skating, ski lessons were given, and there 
were trips to other hills and mountains.   

Over the years SWC built and operated several 
small ski areas in the Mohawk Valley until the late 
1970’s.   In April 1934, a group of SWCers climbed 
and skied Tuckerman Ravine on Mount Washington.  
Imagine skiing that steep terrain with equipment from 
that time.  SWC members still make occasional trips 
to meet the challenge of Tuckerman Ravine. 

The Club was founded by and continues to have 
among its members adventurous outdoors people 
(men, women, and families).  More information can 
be found on the Club website, www.swc-nnyp.org. 

Walt Kangas 
Former SWC President (1997 – 2002) 
References: 

- Schenectady Gazette articles, 1930’s 
- Winter Sports, Norman Dibelius, © 

1995 
- Some Early Information about the 

Schenectady Wintersports Club (personnel 
notes), Vincent Schaefer, 3/1/1973 
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Mary Bruno 
Mary was, without a doubt, one of the Clubs’ most 

active members.  She radiated energy, enthusiasm, and 
fun.  Things were never quiet or dull where she went. 

From leading the first ten winter paddling trips to 
Florida, to camping in the Adirondacks, to being one of 
the organizers of the long-standing Monday night get-
together’s at Kiwanis Park, to leading trips to far-off 
places like Africa, Nepal, and England, to organizing 
day canoe trips with their inevitable beaver dams and 
Stewart’s ports-of-call – she was fun and a half.  She 
caused things to happen, and she never let the grass 
grow under our feet or the water be calm under our 
canoes.  

So Mary, we will say adieu to you in person, but 
not to you in our Memory.  We have all been blessed 
by having you as a friend.  We feel a sense of being 
uplifted – what a wonderful experience it was to know 
you, Mary, because you enriched so many of our lives.   

Thank you, Dear Friend. 
 

Paddlers Banquet  
A small but lively group of paddlers gathered on 

Sat Feb. 16 for the annual Paddlers Banquet at 
Brandon’s Restaurant.  On tap was a delicious meal, 
good conversation and excellent presentations.   If you 
were unable to join us, you missed a great time.  

To commemorate the 75th anniversary of the 
Schenectady Wintersports Club, the banner was hung, 
a set of “birthday candles”, made by Kathy Perrego, 
were displayed, and tidbits of exciting times, people 
and places, were presented by “Uncle” Don Patneaude 
and Mary Lou Armstrong.  Dorie Valenti walked away 
with a blue ribbon for her correct response about the 
presidency of Northern New York Paddlers once it was 
made a branch of SWC some 30 years ago. 

President Anna Dugan welcomed the group and 
offered a moment of silence for our fellow paddler and 
friend, Mary Bruno, who will be missed by many for her 
adventurous spirit and zest for life.  Anna made 
arrangements for Chuck Irose to show slides of his 
many kayak trips. Chuck and his wife seem to have 
the wanderlust in traveling all over the world.  He 
particularly picked out up-front and personal sea kayak 

trips to the Vancouver, Labrador and Gaspe Peninsula 
parts of Canada, Alaska, as well as Belize.  He 
followed that up by a self-written folk song of the same 
genre.  What a treat. 

The Paddlers’ Dinner typically takes place during 
the winter and offers the opportunity to catch up with 
friends we might not have seen since the lakes and 
rivers froze over.  It’s a time to exchange stories from 
the distant and recent past about great times on and 
off the water.  Mostly it’s a time for laughter and 
memories.  Hopefully the turn out will be much larger 
next year so that the fun can be shared by many more. 

Mucho thanks to Kim and Ed Greiner for putting 
the affair together.  

For Sale 
J202, Wenonah Kevlar, 18' 6" Solo, C-1, like new w/cover 
$1,295 
17' carbon fiber Wenonah, Voyager, C-1, like new $1,295 
18' 6" USCA mixed cruiser C-2 Kevlar, good shape - $750 
Call Steve at 413-743-5900 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�

News Updates 
Send any pertinent items to Allan Foster: 

adfos@aol.com, 379 McCormack Rd, Albany, NY 
12208, by the 12th of month.  I’d suggest putting 
NNYP, SWC or Blade in any email Subject title line so 
I don’t spam you, and pictures should be less than 
100Kb. If you are using US Mail, Iet me know (438-
5540) in case I’m traveling.  
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Florida 2008 
Six NNYP and one transplant made the trip to 

Florida this year, and set a record for weather.  Most of 
the canoe days were in the 70’s and 80’s, which made 
up for some previous years when we woke up to frost 
on the ground! 

So Uncle Donnie, Big Tony, Patricia and Paul 
Kurowoski, Tom Kieran, Patti Pratt, and Big Willie 
(from D.C.) hit the jackpot (Lois and Allan Foster 
cancelled at the last minute due to a suddenly pressing 
engagement).  They did the range of streams around 
Ocala and Tampa in bathing suits and tank tops for the 
15th annual trip.  Those of us who were shoveling show 
were jealous.  Reports had it that they had electric 
burners and a microwave on the campsite. 

 
Guinness, Anyone?? 

You might wonder what you should do on Saturday 
September 13.  How about trying for the Guiness Book 
Of Records on Fourth Lake? 

The Central Adirondack Paddlers Society (CAPS) 
is organizing an affair to increase awareness for the 
fight against breast cancer and, at the same time, 
attempt to be entered in that venerable Book.   

Organizers hope the event, called the “One Square 
Mile of Hope – Paddle For The Cure” will entice 
thousands of paddlers to bring their canoes and 
kayaks and join in the quest to make the worlds’ 
largest canoe and kayak raft.  You’ll just have to slip 
into your boat, line up with every one else, and wait for 
the aerial photo.  

The contact is Connie Perry of Otter Creek Tours, 
CAPS board chairperson, and PO Box 22, Old Forge, 
NY, 13420. 

 
USCA Annual Meeting 

Jan 12 & 13, 2008 was the weekend of the United 
States Canoe Association’s annual meeting in Tarpon 
Springs FL.  Since Kim is NYMCRA’s delegate to the 
USCA, she is obligated to attend the meeting or send 
a proxy.  Tarpon Springs is on the Gulf Coast just 
north of Tampa Bay.  Its claim to fame is as a center 
for sponge diving.  Deep sea and SCUBA divers make 
a living harvesting a variety of sponge species from the 
ocean floor, many of which are for sale locally at a 
fraction of the price you would pay in our local malls. 

The meeting started n Sat, at 9:00 am with 
President Larry Liquori in charge.  Most of the meeting 
was occupied with mundane business such as 
correcting language in the bylaws so that all sections 
are in agreement.  It was refreshing to witness a 
meeting run with attention paid to Roberts Rules of 
Order.  Delegates were kept on track by their peers 

and digression was quickly routed back to the subject 
at hand.  It was a reasonably effective meeting. 

A noon lunch break was called and some of us 
adjourned to the bayou to paddle in six person 
outrigger canoes.  Not many had experience in 
outriggers but we soon got the hang of it under the 
guidance of Karl & Cindy Vogel of Tarpon Springs who 
generously provided the canoes.  We paddled for 
about an hour and a half from the bayou out into the 
gulf and back.  The tide was out when we started but 
we got to ride it on the way back in.  It was exciting to 
paddle in such company as John Diller, Gareth 
Stevens, Karen Levitt and Judy Jeanes. 

Since the president was with us, the meeting did 
not commence until we returned from our excursion.  
More mundane business, presentations from groups 
seeking to host the 2009 Nationals and the 2009 
annual meeting.  Warren, PA was again chosen to 
host the 2009 Nationals, due in part to a very 
professional PowerPoint presentation accompanied by 
a colorful booklet.  The delegates were dazzled.  I 
would have preferred Peshtigo, Wisconsin but, since I 
am not a delegate, I don’t get a vote. 

Sun saw much of the same business conducted 
with the 2009 annual meeting site chosen.  Tarpon 
Springs again won the privilege amid some 
controversy about the presentation and selection 
process.  Individual committee meetings were held and 
the entire assembly disbursed just after noon. 

Then we took to the water in outriggers with slightly 
different crews.  The tide seemed to be even lower 
than before which made it a challenge.  More than 
once our bow paddler, Karen Levitt, picked up the 
pace at just the right time enabling us to “pop” the boat 
up on our own wave and surf over the shallow spots 
with ease.  This is quite an experience in a canoe that 
weighs several hundred pounds. 

Later in the afternoon, we walked to the area of 
town where the sponge docks are located.  This also 
happens to be a popular tourist area for Greek 
Americans.  Dodecanese Blvd is lined with Greek 
restaurants, bakeries and coffee shops.  It also has its 
share of clothing boutiques, sponge and chamois 
shops.  For only a couple of dollars, you can sample 
strong Greek coffee and a wickedly rich dessert or buy 
a three foot loofa.  If you are ever in Tarpon Springs, it 
is definitely worth a visit. 

On Monday, we spent a lazy morning walking 
around the area of the hotel before returning to the 
airport and the wonderful Jan weather of upstate NY. 
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“Mary At Midnite” 
Ron Tersigni penned this poem; just hours after the 
“2008 Florida canoe/camping gang” got the message 
about Mary’s death.  It’s helpful to visualize that they 
were sitting around a camp table, with all the dishes 
washed and stacked – as Mary had done many times 
before. 
 Gone ––  
just like that –– only hours ago,  
but here, now, her presence palpable  
in the darkness just outside  
the campfire’s light.  
So hale and hearty just a year ago,  
canoeing Little Manatee.  
“Wasn’t that Great!”, you said 
afterwards,  
with blood trickling down your legs,  
your hair askew and face aglow  
in my headlights.  
 
Did I miss something?  
Did we just finish  
a three-hour jaunt made six  
by blowdowns,  
sawing our way through  
when we could,  
portaging in shorts and sandals  
through hellish brambles  
when we couldn’t?  
I missed it –– but you didn’t.  
You were always more positive  
about the things that counted ––  
the freedom, the exhilaration,  
the oneness with nature  
and friends on the water.  
 
You would have  
loved this January heat,  
warm even for Florida;  
loved sitting here  
beneath the stars ––  
the warm light from our  
pot littered kitchen table,  
blending with the fire’s glow ––  
the silence broken only by  
night birds and soft snoring  
from nearby tents;  
You would have loved  
making wry comments about Don,  
asleep in his lawn chair.  
“Tomorrow he’ll gripe  
because I didn’t throw  
another log on the fire ––  
Fat chance!”  
“Let a sleeping dog lie,”  
you’d tell him  
over morning coffee  
and oatmeal.  
 
Things are different now  
than when we first canoed  
the Georgia swamp ––  

electric lights and hot plates  
and microwaves,  
have replaced  
pump-yourself-silly  
gas lanterns and stoves;  
but the smell of  
breakfast bacon,  
and the warmth of  
morning sun,  
and the artistry of  
shadow and light  
on moving water  
still remain ––  
unchanged.  
 
Things are different now,  
than when we first camped  
at Alexander,  
more refined –– and more crowded,  
With sinks for washing dishes,  
and hot, hot showers  
to soothe aching muscles,  
and trailer TV’s  
and all-night-lights  
insulting the darkness;  
but the joy of dipping paddles  
into pristine waters,  
and the camaraderie of old friends  
and sunsets at journey’s end  
still remain ––  
unchanged.  
 
Things are different now,  
than when we sat around  
campfires past.  
You’re not here to join in song  
and share the laughter  
and the banter.  
But just as the flames  
still dance their quickstep  
to the stars above,  
and radiate warmth  
to soothe on frosty nights,  
and send sparks ––  
like those before me,  
–– like you ––  
pinwheeling into the darkness;  
so too,  
the memory of your smile,  
and the caring way you led your life,  
and that special gift you had  
for bringing folks together  
still remains ––  
unchanged.  

Lesson in synchronized beard stroking at banquet 

Mary and friends in Florida 2006 
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Membership Application    2007-08  
June 1, 2007 to May 31, 2008  

Schenectady Wintersports Club & Northern New York Paddlers 
PO Box 228,   Schenectady NY, 12301 

 
Name
 _____________________________________________ 
Age Group   18-29 •     30-39 •      40-55 •      56-69 •      70+ •  
 
Address________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ZIP____________ 
Phone _________________ E-Mail__________________________ 
 
New Member ( )   Renewal ( )     $20 individual ( )     $30 Family ( ) 
 
For Family Membership, please indicate 
 
Name of Spouse_______________________________________ 
Age Group   18-29 •     30-39 •      40-55 •      56-69 •      70+ •  
 
Names and Ages of Junior Members______________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
To qualify for family membership, children must be under 18 or 18 
and still in High School. 
 
Please indicate your Activity interests.  Check as many as 
applicable; 
Alpine Skiing ( )        X-C Skiing ( )     Paddling ( )  Biking ( )     
Hiking ( )    Ski Trips Western US, Canada, Europe ( )  
 Ski Racing ( )   Wilderness/canoe camping ( )   Canoe Racing ( ) 
Other 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Interest in Club administration? If so what areas  
______________________________________________ 
 
Interest in working with the NY Capital District Ski Council  ( ) 
 
Comments __________________________________________ 
 
 
Make check payable to SWC and mail with the completed 
application to the above address. 
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