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ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS  

SWC, PO 228                        
Schenectady, NY 12301    10/1/07  
Club House Phone  (802) 244-8918 
SWC INFO Hotline (518) 370-0304 

A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION  

Phone numbers in the Ski Chatter are in the 518 area code unless otherwise noted.   WEB Site: www.swc-nnyp.org 

STRIDE at the Oct 4 th Meeting 
Mary Ellen Whitney the Founder & CEO of 

STRIDE, Inc will be our featured speaker at the Oct 4 
meeting.  STRIDE, Inc. is a non-profit, volunteer 
organization dedicated to providing year-round 
recreational and leisure programs to individuals with 
special needs in a safe, fun, and educational 
environment. Many SWC members have volunteered 
their time to STRIDE over the years teaching skiing 
to special needs individuals at local ski areas.  The 
Club has provided support by purchasing equipment 
for their programs.  Mary Ellen will be talking about 
the present status of STRIDE and where the 
organization is heading.  This is a real success story 
with many accomplishments over the years.   

The meeting will be at the Ancient Order of the 
Hibernian Hall at 1748 State Street in 
Schenectady . We have a spacious meeting room 
with no stairs to navigate and generous parking right 
outside the door (You can park in the Bowling Alley 
parking lot).  Even better, the cost of liquid 
refreshment is very reasonable. 

There is a social session from 7:00 to 7:30 
where you can catch up on what is happening in 
the Club while the program now starts at 7:30 
followed by any business meeting. 

Ancient Order of Hibernians 1748 State St . is 
just east of Rt 7 (the Cross town) in uptown 
Schenectady.  To find the Ancient Order of 
Hibernians  take State Street toward Albany.  It is on 
the right side approximately 4 ½ blocks past the Rt 7 
overpass.  If coming from the Thruway take I-890 to 
Rt 7 East and exit at State Street (Rt 5).  Turn right at 
the top of the ramp and go East 4 ½ blocks.  From 
the Troy direction, take Rt. 7 all the way to State 
Street (Rt 5) and turn left at the top of the ramp and 
go 4 ½ blocks to the Ancient Order of Hibernians  
1748 State St. on the right. 
 

African Safari Oct 18 th Meeting 
Our own Al Volmer will be our featured speaker at 

the Oct 18th meeting.  He will be showing slides taken 
during two African safaris.  Some of us were given an 
advanced showing after the bike ride from Al’s house 
and the photos were spectacular.  He was very lucky 
with sightings of all the big animals up close and 
personal and got great photos.  As always, the 
meeting will be at the Ancient Order of Hibernians  
in Schenectady. 

New Meeting Format Planned 
The Oct 4th meeting will see a shift of the program 

to the first part  of the meeting followed by the 
business meeting .  The change comes after a 
number of requests by our members and some of the 
presenters.  This way, the presenter will know when 
the talk is to actually begin. 

 

Nov 1 st Meeting in Planning 
The Nov 1st meeting is in the planning stages.  

Please watch the next Chatter for details.  The most 
probable topic is the National Ski Patrol it’s roots and 
history. 
 

Holiday Parade - November 17 �
Join the SWC-NNYP float!  The annual Holiday 

parade has been moved to a new date and time this 
year - The parade has been moved earlier and we 
understand it will be an afternoon parade. Of course, 
SWC gets together after the parade! Contact Kathy 
Perrego (869-1155) for details and interest.�
 

Holiday Party Dec 1 at Turf  
Mark your calendars for Dec 1, to party at the Turf 

Tavern, Mohawk Avenue, Scotia, NY.  This is an 
evening event with afternoon activities at a different 
location.  The Holiday Party will kick off the 
Schenectady Wintersports Club's year of celebration 
of the 75th year of the founding of the club.  The Club 
was founded in December 1932 and the Snow Trains 
to North Creek provided transportation.  Bill Schaefer 
has entered into discussions with both Gore Mountain 
and owners of the trains for either a spring or fall 
event.  More details will follow for the Holiday Party in 
the Nov. issue of the Chatter/Blade. 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Sept 30     17th Annual Mohawk Riverwalk (see Blade) 
Sept 28-30 Leaf Peepers Weekend at the Clubhouse  
Oct 4          Meeting STRIDE with Mary Ellen Whitney 
Oct 5-8       Paddlers Weekend at the Clubhouse 
Oct 12-14   Fall work weekend at the Clubhouse 
Oct 18        Meeting African Safari with Al Volmer 
Oct 20        Accolades of Praises Party  
Nov 1         Meeting 
Nov 2 - 4    Capital District Snow Show (Albany) 
Nov 17       Sch’dy Holiday Parade (march with SWC) 
Dec 1         Holiday Party at the Turf in Scotia 
Dec 8 & 9  Warren Miller Movie Palace Theater 1
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President's Corner:  by Bill Schaefer 
You have heard me and others say before that 

the club functions because of the work of volunteers. 
A lot of that work is visible - some of it less so.  I 
would like to tell you about one of those projects 
recently done by Ed Miller.  As you realize the club is 
now 75 years old. Ed took the time to go through 75 
years of newsletters, club minutes and other 
documents to create an SWC Timeline of club history.  

This is a remarkable document.  Ed's effort might 
as well also be called a history of skiing due the 
impact of our founders on the sport.  To quote 
Adirondack historian Dick Tucker (Adirondack 
Research Library) who recently reviewed the 
Timeline: "This time line is an extremely valuable 
document.  I am adding it to my sources of skiing 
history and will select some pertinent entries for 
addition to the Adirondack Chronology."  

You can view the Timeline in its' entirety at 
www.swc-nnyp.org 
�

Here are a few entries: 
1932 Mohawk Valley Hiking Club petitions RR for 
Snow Trains with 91 signatures! 
1932 SWC working with police to close off streets for 
safe sleigh riding 
1932 Looking for snow train destinations, Lowville 
has 8x, N. Creek 4x Sch’dy snowfall 
1933 SWC looking to hills south of Rotterdam Jct. for 
likely ski trail area 
1933 Bill Gluesing shows movies of N. Creek, Boreas 
River and Wilmington Vt at SWC meeting 
1933 Membership 25 cents per member. Club bank 
balance 89 cents.  
1933 First Aid committee formed L Perret chair (Start 
of National Ski Patrol!) 

 
New York Capital District Ski Council 

(NYCDSC) 
The Web address of the Capital District Ski 

Council is http://www.nycdsc.org. The Ski Council is 
an organization of the various ski clubs of the capital 
district including some surrounding areas as far as 
Utica. �

In addition to our club activities, you may find 
other interesting activities at this site. They may be 
activities of another club, which they have made 
available to all clubs.  It is this Council which arranges 
the "Cheap Ski Days" for all the clubs.  Visit the 
website soon for other pre-season activities. 

(By Bill Schaefer)  
 

Warren Miller Movie – PLAYGROUND 
Because last year’s movie was SUCH A GREAT 

HIT (we sold out 2 shows) Warren Miller has added a 
third showing for this year’s Movie, PLAYGROUND!  
This year’s movie will, again, be at the Palace 
Theatre, Albany.  The shows will be on Sat, 12/8 at 6 
and 9 PM and on Sun, 12/9 at 7 PM.  SWC has 300 
advance tickets for each show to sell.  Last year they 
went fast.  So don’t delay, buy your tickets now!  Call 
the SWC Hot Line for information about ticket sales 
near you or contact Jon Skalwold at 382-8458  for 
ticket information and sales.  Tickets are $22 for each 
show.  Remember, this is our major fundraiser and 
each advance ticket sale sold by SWC is additional 
money that can be used for Club activities. 

You can expect PLAYGROUND to dazzle you 
with electrifying winter sports footage presented in 
crystal-clear high definition and 5.1-surround sound.  
This cross country live event spectacle is saturated 
with deep powder, incredible cinematography, 
technical lines, and massive air and showcases 
stunning global destinations from Sweden to Canada, 
Alaska to Japan, and several others.  Warren Miller’s 
PLAYGROUND also exposes the most unlikely winter 
sports destination, a resort found directly within the 
Arabian Desert called Ski Dubai.  Olympic Gold 
Medallist, skiing innovator and pop icon, Jonny 
Moseley, adds a new title to his resume as he serves 
as the film’s narrator. 

This year’s invigorating action display includes: a 
rare and insightful segment on ski racing king and 
perceived industry bad boy, Bode Miller; a trip to 
Alaska’s untouched Chugach Range with X-Games 
Gold Medallists, and brothers, Zach and Reggie Crist; 
unbelievably deep powder in Utah and British 
Columbia; and astonishing aerial acrobatics from 
Sweden, and so much more.  PLAYGROUND also 
highlights the future of snowboarding in a segment 
featuring the youth-infused Burton Smalls Team in 
which these young prodigies teach us that size truly 
isn’t everything. 

 
Nordic Hotline News : by Anna Dugan 

Now that I'm retired and have more time than all 
of "you working slaves" (hee hee), it is my plan to 
have regular, local nordic activities posted this winter.�

Please email (adugan@nycap.rr.com) or call 
(489-5092) in any requests or ideas.   

Remember Dot and Peter's Climber's trip in 
Keene, Ruth and Jens's trip to Camp Fowler, and 
Jean and Warren's trip to Canada.  Think snow! 
(Frost forecasted for 9/15 pm)!! 
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Clubhouse Corner:  
 

Paddlers Weekend Oct 5-8 
Anna Dugan and friends will be hosting the 

annual Paddlers fall weekend at the Clubhouse.  Call 
Anna (489-5092) to sign up.  See the Blade article. 

 

Fall Work Weekend Oct 12-14 
This fall we will be making the inside of the 

Clubhouse more presentable with fresh paint and 
some new woodwork and doors.  We are looking for 
quality painters and good carpenters to help with 
these tasks. Call Bill Kornrumpf 370-4017 to sign up. 

 

Clubhouse Reservations for 07-08 
Ed Miller has volunteered to be our Clubhouse 

reservation coordinator this season. Reservations 
for the new season will open on the night of 
October 18 th at the regular club meeting in 
Schenectady.  There will be no telephone or 
Internet reservations accepted until after the 
November 1 st meeting.   Starting Nov 2nd Ed will 
accept both phone and Internet reservations in 
addition to reservations at the meetings.   

The reservations email address and telephone 
number will be published in the next Chatter .  Do 
not call Ed before Nov 2nd as he is instructed to put 
you on the black list if you bug him early. 

 
 

10th Mountain Division Park at Stowe �
While touring about with a group of friends at the 

Clubhouse early this summer, one of them said "That 
10th Mountain Division Memorial looks pretty 
special".  I said "'what memorial?” (Once 
again newcomers are showing us who 
have been to Stowe a long time, what is 
really under our noses)  

A few weeks ago I had the opportunity 
to stop there. This is one of 2 identical 10-
foot statues dedicated to the 10th and not 
just the war effort but also to the modern 
ski industry as many went to start ski 
areas after the war. There are many story 
plaques around the park. This memorial is 
a special place. It is just past the Stowe 
Recreation Path Park on the road up to 
Stowe. If it looks familiar and you did not 
see it in Stowe, the other is at the main 
entrance of the Vail Mountain Resort. 
(Make seeing both of these memorials a 
goal!) by Bill Schaefer�

 

Alpine VP Report by Dorie Valenti 
 

Accolades of Praise Party 
Saturday, October 20 

This year’s auditions for the SWC ski team will 
take place on Saturday, October 20th, at the home of 
your VP of Alpine Skiing, Dorie Valenti, 24 Plymouth 
Avenue, Delmar.  Please give her a call (334-0652) if 
you will be attending so she can have enough praises 
to give out. 

In keeping with the great SWC Ski Team tradition, 
all those who audition automatically make the team, 
and all those who do not audition will be asked to join 
the team and all those who do not audition and who 
do not join the team will be asked to shower the team 
with accolades of praises. 

The SWC Ski Team NEEDS YOU! 
 

 

 

Your Editor racing the gates at Gore in 2007 
(If he can race so can you, it’s all for fun) 

10th Mountain Division Memorial Park in Stowe 
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Other Notices: 
 

2008 Ski Trips: Sign Up Now 
 

SKI 93 WITH SWC FEB 24 - MAR 1 
Bob Wright is organizing a weeklong ski trip to 

NEW HAMPSHIRE from Sunday Feb. 24 to Sat. 
March 1.  The plan is to ski six major N.H. areas 
including Attitash (1750'), Bretton Woods (1500'), 
Cannon (2146'), Loon (2100'), Waterville (2020'), and 
Wildcat (2112').  We would stay 3 nights at Lincoln 
and 3 nights at North Conway.  Costs are expected to 
be reasonable with local dining out and car-pooling 
where feasible.  Call Bob at 279-1428 days or e-mail 
at wright19@nycap.rr.com to reserve your place.�

 
 

THINK SNOW! Ski Trip Plan 
Mont Tremblant Mar. 23 – 30 (08) 

If you are still interested in this adventure please 
contact Jean & Warren Burton by email 
(burton@mybizz.net) or phone 872-2333.  It is 
possible that there is still room for you. 

 

Change Of Address Notices 
Change of Address notices should be sent to: 
burton@mybizz.net or Jean Burton, PO 46, 
Gallupville, NY 12073.  Do not send them to the 
editors, or to the Club PO Box, they will get lost. 

What's Happening at Stowe?  
A great website to find out what's happening in 

Stowe at any time is www.gostowe.com then at the 
top center of the page, click on "THINGS TO DO".  
You'll find all kinds of fun things to do as you plan 
your year round outings. 
 

Been to the Website? �
The new site has had a few major updates since 

last month. Dorie has added the History Time line of 
the club, which was put together with great effort by 
Ed Miller. Check this out under the "History" link.  As 
the Warren Miller movie approaches, this will be the 
place to check for details on tickets.  www.swc-
nnyp.org  

 

Speakers Needed Call Pete 
If you have heard a great speaker (outdoor sport 

oriented) call Pete Weykamp, VP Admin (785-6433) 
and he will contact the speaker and set something up.  
Pete really needs your input so call him now so he 
can lock in those great speakers. 

 

Pre-Season Ski Clinic at Stowe 
Dec 7-8-9 

John “Bomber” Anderson is running his 28th 
annual ski clinic at Stowe on December 7, 8, 9.  This 
is a great way to start the season.  The clinic includes 
a 3-day lift ticket, 3 nights lodging at the Stowe Motel 
on the Mountain Road and lessons from Friday noon 
till Sunday noon.  For those who are race minded 
there is a friendly competition in the NASTAR course 
on Sunday afternoon.  This clinic is for all abilities in 
alpine skiing and snowboarding (telemark instruction 
is not available) from never-ever skiers to recreational 
skiers to racers.  This is one of the few times that 
instruction is also available for top-level experts 
including the racers.  All can improve their skiing in 
this clinic.  The cost is $250 for the lift tickets, lodging 
and lessons.  There is an additional $5 fee for the 
race on Sunday if you race.  There is a welcome 
party to start the clinic off right.  Call Bomber (885-
0971) early to sign up.  You need to send in a $50 
deposit to hold your reservation.  His roster is 
frequently filled by the end of October so call him 
now. 
 

Names and Numbers to Remember 
Board of Directors: 
Bill Schaefer, Pres H 370-0229 
Pete Weykamp, VP Administration H 785-6433 
Anna Dugan, VP Nordic H 489-5092 
Kathy Perrego, VP Activities  H 869-1155 
Dorie Valenti, VP-Alpine H 334-0652 
Anna Dugan NNYP President H 489-5092 
Lat Schmidt, Secretary,  H 372-2915 
Ray Asselin, Treasurer H 355-1882 
Walt Kangas, Clubhouse Director  H 370-5136 
Tony Dorangrichia, At Large H 435-9981 
At Large  (open) 
Rich Vanderwood, At Large H 368-1149 
Jon Skalwold, Past Pres. H 382-8458 
Others: 
Jean Burton, Membership  H 872-2333 
Gina Kornrumpf Bike coordinator H 370-4017 
Bill Kornrumpf, Chatter Editor & H 370-4017 
  Facilities at the Clubhouse Coordinator  
                                           wkornrumpf@ieee.org  
Allan Foster Blade Editor H 438-5540 
                           adfos@aol.com 
Dorie Valenti Webmaster doriev@verizon.net 
Ed Miller Clubhouse Reservations  (Number soon) 
Clubhouse at Waterbury Center 802-244-8918 
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Albany River Rats Hockey 
 

Come join the other ski clubs of the New York 
Capital District Ski Council for the opening game of 
the Albany River Rats hockey, 7 PM Sat, Oct 13th at 
the Times Union Center.  Come watch them play the 
Norfolk Admirals and enjoy the game from special 
VIP seating.  All in attendance will receive a free 
Chuck-a-Puck (must be redeemed at the Chuck-a-
Puck booth on game night).  Ticket prices are $16 for 
adults and $12 for children (12 and under) and 
include a free food voucher.  Note, this is advance 
purchase only and not valid with any other offer. 

Because of the short notice, all ticket sales must 
be made by October 7th.  So hurry, order your tickets 
now!  Pickup your tickets at the Group check-in booth 
at the Times Union Center Box Office the night of the 
game.  Also, all SWC members ordering tickets must 
identify themselves AS MEMBERS OF THE NEW 
YORK CAPITAL DISTRICT SKI COUNCIL when 
referring to this offer.  Please use the order form 
below to order your tickets.   
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Return Completed Order forms to: Chris Winslow at 
the Albany River Rats Times Union Center, 51 South 
Pearl Street, Albany, New York 12207 
phone:518-487-2210, fax to 518-487-2230 Email: 
cwinslow@albanyriverrats.com (refer to this as the 
NY Capitol District Ski Council offer) 
 

Sweet Ending to Thursday Biking  
  Pete and Carolyn Pfaffenbach hosted our last 

ride of the season.  They both worked hard to make 
sure the pool deck was rebuilt and the hot tub was 
functioning when we got there.  This was a great 
ending to the season and Carolyn outdid herself with 
make your own sundaes and warm hospitality. 

This year we had 16 Thursdays of great biking that 
ranged from the Altamont hills to the far reaches of 
Saratoga county (not all in the same ride).  While 
many may have stayed home for some of the rides 
because of threatening weather, we only got wet one 
night and then it was only a passing shower.  Your 
editor once again wants to remind all of our members 
that you cannot trust the weather persons on the 
radio and TV in this area.  Our weather is not easy to 
predict and you should always plan on good weather 
but bring your Gore-Tex just in case.   

We want to thank all of our bike hosts again for the 
2007 bike rides, without you we would not have these 
memorable rides each summer. 

Gina Kornrumpf, your ride coordinator for the past 
4 years, is looking for a replacement for next season.  
She would welcome your offer to take over for a 
while, and will supply you with a database to get you 
started.  If you’ve enjoyed riding with your club please 
give her a call and volunteer, 370-4017. 

 
SWC Goodies on Sale  

To celebrate SWC's 75 th year , we have SWC decals 
in two sizes, patches and a great SWC logo fleece.  

The larger decals (2.5 inches) are great for helmets 
and car windows.  The smaller (about half size) are 
great for ski tips, poles, and helmets with limited space 
for a decal.  The decals will help make your equipment 
unique (easier to find in the ski rack and harder for 
someone to accidentally take the wrong equipment).  
They also make good conversation starters while riding 
the chairlift.  The patches can be sewn on jackets and 
ski bags.  Displaying these gets our Club visibility out in 
the world and helps recruit new members.  The Fleece 
is from LL Bean and have the SWC Logo embroidered 
on the chest.  They're a lightweight black 1/4 zip 
pullover and are in both men's and women's styles.  
Cost is $40 each, payable to SWC. 

Large decals are $3, small decals are $1 and the 
patches are $3.  See Walt Kangas at one of the 
summer events or you can send a self-addressed 
envelope; listing those items you want, with a check 
made out to SWC to the address below.  Mark the 
envelope - SWC Goodies and include your phone 
number in case Walt has questions. 

This is just the start of our 75th celebration. 
Walt Kangas, 1061 Waverly Place, Schenectady 

NY 12308 5



Paddlers Weekend Oct 5-8 
Anna Dugan and friends will be hosting the annual 

Paddlers fall Columbus Day weekend at the 
Clubhouse.  There will be things to do for Sat to Mon.  
There will be feasting and many opportunities for 
alternative sports other than water types.  Call Anna 
(489-5092) to sign up. 
 

Last Potluck of the Season 
      The river was like a mirror on Sept 10th, and thirty 
members enjoyed our last Paddle and Potluck of the 
season at the Kiwanis Park in Rotterdam. 
       Thank you Mary Bruno for spark plugging these 
Potlucks, and to Sandy, Sophia, Joe, Ellen, Terry and 
others who made these “looked-forward-to” events a 
success. Indeed thanks to everyone who came and 
made all of our Potlucks into parties. It was great fun. 
         Mary says we need a new spark plug for next 
year!  Any volunteers???                         Ed Miller 
 

Hawaiian Luau Weekend 
This is one of the most popular events at the 

Clubhouse – 40+ people showed up.  Sophie and Ann 
kept everyone on their toes, even though it was a little 
warm in the attic (next time, if we know it’s going to be 
in the high 80’s outside, we’ll bring more window fans). 

People did their own things, and it was good to see 
the extended families that showed up.  Judy Brandow 
and her 2 x 2 daughters/grandsons pounded the hiking 
trails, while Bill and Heather Leary (Sophie’s son and 
granddaughter) showed their form in that sleek100# 
Club canoe. Warren Burton and Will Holt were the 
leaders of the paddlers, with about 10 people canoeing 
each day (on Sunday, six of us did the Little Otter just 
above Vergennes on the way home.  It was fun, but I 
subsequently found out that the Otter is prettier). 
Gloria Blum and others bicycled, and others just chose 
their own form of relaxation. 

The centerpiece of the weekend, however, was the 
Luau.  It started with lessons on making bead 
necklaces (by the Burtons, those seventh-generation 
Hawaiians) followed by an hour of Pau-Pau’s (or could 
it be Po-Po’s) hors d’ouvres.  Then a fabulous meal, 
followed by a costume competition (Heidi Walsh really 
outdid herself with the grass skirt).  Finally, hula 
lessons, in which Bob Distel cut quite a figure!!)  
Thanks Sophie, and thanks Ann.      Allan Foster  
 

Riverwalk – Sept 30 th 
This may be tight on time depending on when the 

Chatter hits the newsstand, but it’s a reminder that the 
17th Annual Riverwalk will take place on Sunday, 
September 30th.  It is a family day of fun and 
education along the Mohawk River. The NNY Paddlers 
will join in to bring our expertise for an interactive, 
hands-on activity to the Girl Scouts and public 
attendees, introducing them to canoeing and/or 
kayaking safety and skills.  It all takes place in an 
atmosphere of fun, with hiking, biking and rollerblading 
along the bike path.  In past years, from 2,500 to 3,000 
people attended the three sites:  SCCC, Schoharie 
Crossing State Historic Site, and the Lock 8 location 
where we will be situated.  

A shuttle bus carries the visitors between the two 
Schenectady locations throughout the day, regardless 
of weather.  Setup begins at 10:00 am, and the even is 
open to the public from 11:30am-4:00pm.  It will be 
publicized to the community, so all are invited--
families, friends.  

Contact Anna to volunteer for an hour a two, or 
more.  Lunch is provided but bring your own drink.  
This event is held regardless of weather, so if you sign 
up, you should attend.  Either call 489-5092 or email at 
adugan@nycap.rr.com, and do try to attend--it will be 
fun!      Anna Dugan 

Scuttlebutts 
Mary Bruno is at home, getting acquainted with her 

dialysis procedures.  We all miss seeing you as much 
around, Mary.  As Elisa says in My Fair Lady:  “Move 
your ruddy ‘arse”. 

Your editor and Lois spent the week after Labor 
Day down at the National Seashore at Assateague and 
Chincoteague, Maryland in our mini-trailer.  Great time, 
weather and surf.  Yes, the wild ponies are still there.  
Of interest, they go for between $2000 and $8000 
when they are sold at the time of the annual pony 
swim – mostly as donations to the local Fire Dept. 

OCT 1st, 2007 
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This Reads Like a James Bond Novel 
What a 90 miler  we had this year!  Most of the NNYP 

participants were in one boat, a war canoe sponsored by 
Burnt Hills Chiropractic.  Alec Davis was in his usual 
position in the bow.  Ted Lutz paddled second seat and 
Brian Young was next to me in the third seat.  Joan 
Henry and Jim Amell shared seat four with Uncle Don 
Patneaude behind them.  Roger Henry, who paddled 
stern was also the builder of this fine craft. 

There were seven war canoes entered in this year’s 
event but we were mainly concerned with two.  Campmor 
Red placed first in last year’s Adirondack Classic.  They 
are powered by the management and employees of 
Campmor Outfitters of New Jersey, a formidable team.  
The main challenge came from the Richard Reynolds 
Express.  This boat was racing in memory of Dick 
Reynolds who, as many of you know, died in a tragic 
accident in March.  The Reynolds boat had five Pro 
paddlers in it and the other three were no slouches.  Holly 
Reynolds paddled bow, her mother Karen was 
somewhere near the middle and Marc Gillespie paddled 
stern, at least most of the time. 

On Friday, things started out pretty much as expected 
with the Reynolds boat taking the lead early and holding 
onto it for some time.  We almost caught them at Sixth 
Lake due to an exceptionally fast first carry, thanks 
mainly to Jim, Ted and Brian.  At the Eighth Lake 
campground, the Reynolds boat had a head start but we 
caught and passed them midway.  Being filled with lots of 
young and strong athletes (read macho), they didn’t think 
they would need wheels for portaging.  Every so often, 
they would set the boat down and rearrange themselves 
to rest their arms.  At one such time, we sprinted past 
them with one of our team riding in the boat and waving.  
After an arduous time in Brown’s Tract Inlet, we broke out 
into Raquette Lake.  Alec kept up the pace, demanding 
maximum output from the entire crew.  We expected 
Marc and company to appear close behind at any time.  It 
was not until we crossed the finish line that we learned 
that the Reynolds boat had some serious trouble. 

At the end of Brown’s Tract Inlet, every boat had to 
pass under the Raquette Lake Bridge and sprint over a 
beaver dam with a two-foot drop.  As the Reynolds boat 
emerged from under the bridge, Marc picked his head up 
too soon and caught the last girder.  One spectator said it 
sounded like Big Ben striking one o’clock.  They finished 
the day with seven paddlers, their stern man in the 
hospital for stitches, in third place.  Campmor Red 
finished second. 

Saturday was pretty uneventful. Marc was back at the 
helm of the Reynolds boat with a bandage on his head.  It 
didn’t seem to slow him down much.  Long Lake was a 
pleasure to paddle, eleven miles of deep water and a 
brisk following breeze.  The Raquette River was very low 
and, from time to time, the boat made rude noises as it 
ground across the bottom or struck hidden rocks and 
stumps.  After a grueling carry, the river eventually got a 
little deeper but it seemed to go on forever.  I think that 
Raquette is French for endless.  We finished the second 
day still in first place but we lost eleven of the twenty 
minutes of our lead from the first day. 

Sunday was a sprint to the finish.  Alec set a 
demanding pace and we all somehow found the energy 
to keep it up.  The Reynolds Express was ahead of us 

from the start but we always stayed close enough to see 
them from time to time.  Our young teammates pulled our 
boat up and over Bartlett Carry like sled dogs in the 
Iditarod.  Even the older members of our team ran up that 
hill at an impressive pace.  The third carry around the 
lower locks is a short but steep path through the woods.  
It took all eight of us to carry the boat, as the wheels 
would have been a waste of time.  After that, it was a 
high-speed chase to the finish line.  Roger carefully kept 
to the channel as the low water made any shortcuts 
dangerous or impossible.  We managed to keep about 
three and a half minutes of our lead and ended up in first 
place. 

I think that all of us would say that we didn’t beat the 
Richard Reynolds Express, we merely made the best of 
their misfortune.                      Ed Greiner 

For Sale 
(Ads will run for 2 issues.  Renotify editor for re newal) 
Solo Recreational Canoe. 
'07 Wenonah "Vagabond" 14'-6" Graphite ultralite layup, 24 
pounds. Used twice by an 82 YO fisherman who decided he 
needed something more balanced.   Near perfect condition.  
fast & sleek. $1600 firm. Contact Lat Schmidt 372-2915, 
glschmidt17@yahoo.com 
 

C2- Crozier USCA Marathon 
18’ 6” carbon, twin bailers, w/cover, mint $2200.  18’6 C-1 
Kevlar Wenonah J202, mint, w/cover, $1600.  18’ Kevlar 
Jensen C-2 mint $1300.  Steve, 413-743-5900 
 

ARC Race Results 
The ARC 30 miler, organized by the Adirondack 

Watershed Alliance, ran on August 14.  The teams of 
solo canoes, tandem canoes, kayaks, 4-person 
canoes, war canoes and guideboats paddled in the 
Adirondacks under very good conditions, temperatures 
in the 70s and a slightly gusty westerly wind.�

The race started at the Saranac Inn, and the 
paddlers then went from the north to the south across 
Upper Saranac Lake.  Then the portage across the 
Indian Carry to Stoney Creek to the Raquette River.  
The paddle downstream on the Raquette River to 
Snyders Lake, near Tupper Lake.  The fastest boats, 
unlimited kayaks and tandem racers, complete the 
distance in about 4 hours.  Most finishers are in within 
5 1/2 hours.  Submitted by Geoff Moore�
Local NNYPs included:�
Gene Pratt                                                        C-1 Stock    5:16:44�
Dale Carpenter                                            C-1 Amateur    4:37:25�
Jim Cunningham/Geoff Moore    C-2 Stock Men Over 50    4:43:29�
John Jackson/Jim Lord               C-2 Stock Men Over 50    5:23:14�
Jim Amell/Ed Greiner           C-2 Amateur Men Under 50    4:21:03�
Bob & Linda Cooley             C-2 Amateur Mixed Over 50    4:42:28�
 

News Updates 
How can we compete with the New York Times if 

you, our prime reporters, are letting some of those 
juicy stories get by you?  So please get any Blade 
news items to Allan Foster: adfos@aol.com, 379 
McCormack Rd, Albany, NY 12208, by the 12th of 

month.  I’d suggest putting NNYP, SWC or Blade in 
any email Subject title line so I don’t spam you, and 
pictures should be less than 100Kb. If you are using 

US Mail, Iet me know in case I’m traveling. 7
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Membership Application    2007-08  
June 1, 2007 to May 31, 2008  

Schenectady Wintersports Club & Northern New York Paddlers 
PO Box 228,   Schenectady NY, 12301 

 
Name
 _____________________________________________ 
Age Group   18-29 •     30-39 •      40-55 •      56-69 •      70+ •  
 
Address________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ZIP____________ 
Phone _________________ E-Mail__________________________ 
 
New Member ( )   Renewal ( )     $20 individual ( )     $30 Family ( ) 
 
For Family Membership, please indicate 
 
Name of Spouse_______________________________________ 
Age Group   18-29 •     30-39 •      40-55 •      56-69 •      70+ •  
 
Names and Ages of Junior Members______________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
To qualify for family membership, children must be under 18 or 18 
and still in High School. 
 
Please indicate your Activity interests.  Check as many as 
applicable; 
Alpine Skiing ( )        X-C Skiing ( )     Paddling ( )  Biking ( )     
Hiking ( )    Ski Trips Western US, Canada, Europe ( )  
 Ski Racing ( )   Wilderness/canoe camping ( )   Canoe Racing ( ) 
Other 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Interest in Club administration? If so what areas  
______________________________________________ 
 
Interest in working with the NY Capital District Ski Council  ( ) 
 
Comments __________________________________________ 
 
 
Make check payable to SWC and mail with the completed 
application to the above address. 
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