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ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS  

SWC, PO 228                        
Schenectady, NY 12301  5/1/08  
Club House Phone  (802) 244-8918 
SWC INFO Hotline (518) 370-0304 
Clubhouse reservations   522-5474 

A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION  

Phone numbers in the Ski Chatter are in the 518 area code unless otherwise noted.   WEB Site: www.swc-nnyp.org 
 

Bike Rides Start May 1  
Join riders of all skill levels every Thurs from May 

through Sept to get some exercise, enjoy the 
outdoors and socialize afterward over pizza.   

The rides begin May 1, hosted by Holly Hawkes in 
Burnt Hills.  These rides are relatively easy over 
mostly flat roads north of Burnt Hills.  The rides will 
continue every Thursday evening starting promptly at 
6:30.  See the article elsewhere in the Chatter for 
more details about the rides and how to find Holly’s 
house. 

SPRING FLING May 17-18 
The spring fling at the SWC clubhouse will be 

May 17-18.  We will have a couple of canoe trips. 
There are lodge canoes, and maybe paddles and 
PFDs but it’s a good idea to bring your own if you 
have them. If it is too windy for canoeing, I will 
probably go looking for wildflowers and I always like 
company.  I hope to have someone else lead more 
vigorous hiking trips and in the past there has been 
biking and even shopping.  Plan to bring your favorite 
toys.  You can sign up via the Clubhouse reservation 
system: swclodgeres@yahoo.com or after April first 
by calling Ed Miller on 518-489-7216. 

The Annual June Picnic: June 20 
Back by popular demand! SWC-NNYP will be 

celebrating spring and our Club’s 75th Anniversary on 
Friday, June 20 .  This is one of many celebrations 
that will be planned during the course of the year.  
The event will be held at The Crossings Park in 
Colonie, Albany-Shaker Road, ½ mile from Wolf 
Road, (www.colonie.org).  This is a “bring a dish to 
share” picnic; the Club will provide the meat portion, 
soft drinks and water.  The pavilion has been 
reserved for the day, so club members can ride bikes 
or take a walking tour in the afternoon.  The open 
space allows for bocce ball, croquet and other fun 
games.  Dinner will be served at 6 P.M. to allow the 
working members to join the fun after work.  Bring a 
chair, adult beverages, and an appetite for delicious 
food. 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
May 1     First Bike ride of the season Holly Hawkes 
May 8     Bike Ride Bob & Charlotte Distel Nisk’ Park 
May 10 –11  Work weekend at the Clubhouse 
May 17–18  Spring Fling at Clubhouse Ed Miller Chair 
June 20  Annual SWC/NNYP Picnic at The Crossings 
June 21-22 Vermont Golf outing at the Clubhouse 
July 25 27   Luau at the Clubhouse with Anna & Sophie 
August 8-10 Biking weekend at the Clubhouse  
August 23 75th Anniversary Party at Maple Ski Ridge 

May 10-11 Clubhouse Work Weekend 
The spring work weekend will focus on increasing 

the appeal of the Clubhouse with some light 
carpentry, cleaning and painting.  Give Bill Kornrumpf 
a call on 370-4017 to sign up as the good jobs are 
going fast. 

 

FORE! Vermont!  June 21-22  
Attention!  Attention!  Attention!  -  Golfers, Duffers, 
Hackers, Choppers, Whiffers. The skis are up and the 
clubs are out - lets have an outing at the clubhouse! 
We have contacted Vermont golf clubs and they are 
very interested in having us play on their courses.  
However, to organize the event we need an idea of 
how many players we have.  Here are the details: 
Sat & Sun June 21 and 22 at courses in the vicinity of 
the Clubhouse.  Play: 18 plus holes Sat and 9-18 
holes on Sun.  Cost: $100 - $150 depending upon 
rounds played.  This includes 2 breakfasts, dinner 
Sat, greens fees, carts and great camaraderie. Times 
fill up early, we need to hear from you. To express 
interest or to sign up contact: Robert G. Gartley 346-
5354 - sarg1227@verizon.net Tony Dorangrichia 
435-9981 –TDORANGRICHIA@nycap.rr.com  
Let us know as soon as possible.   
 

75th Anniversary Party Aug 23 at Maple 
Ski Ridge 

The official 75th SWC anniversary party is on Sat 
Aug 23.  We could not think of a more fitting place to 
celebrate the birth of our Club than Maple Ski Ridge 
where many members and their families have learned 
to ski.  There will be more details in the following 
Chatter/Blades but mark your calendar now.  We are 
inviting all the “Old Timers” who were members in the 
past and might want to catch up on their old friends 
and present members.  We will be digging out old 
videos, movies and other club memorabilia for the 
program that will follow dinner.  The party will start 
with an afternoon of fun and games on the lawn 
mixed in with hors D’Oeuvres, liquid refreshments.  
Dinner will be around 6:00 PM with the cutting of the 
birthday cake and program to follow. 

If you would like to volunteer to help with the 
program or planning please call Jan Elliott at 355-
8319.  

 

No More Meetings till Fall 
Our bimonthly meetings are now on hold until 

September.  If all went well at the election meeting, 
we have a new slate of officers.  Check the web site 
for late breaking news. 1
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President's Corner:  by Bill Schaefer 

Happy New Year !  
That doesn’t sound right, does it? It is, however 

the start of our SWC-NNYP year. So how about some 
ways to know it is a new year? Just because it is 
spring going into summer, does not mean there is no 
club – the Chatter and Blade remind us that we are a 
year-around club.  

So - how about resolutions and reflections?   
A resolution for all of us - Renew your 

membership now! Don’t wait until you need your card 
to get into the club or for a store discount. Many of 
the bills of running the club are paid over the summer. 
By renewing now, you will help the club volunteers 
who pay the bills and process your cards. Don’t wait 
until there is snow and you need it in a hurry.   

The club has some resolutions also. This year, a 
goal we will try to include throughout the programs is 
to facilitate Car Pooling. While we have this set up on 
website right now, we will also try think of other ways 
to link interested folks together. We are especially 
motivated toward this for the clubhouse for next 
season.  We may be looking for a volunteer to help 
with this.  

A resolution that your board has been working on 
and will continue is to improve all aspects of club life 
while being responsible with club spending. We had 
tightened our belts while we did the extensive lodge 
improvements, and the results have been showing. 
We have a new projector, which has improved club 
programs, but we also want it to pay for itself. We 
needed a new computer, but were able to have a 
donation from the GE Elfuns. We obtained new 
banners to promote the club and our membership has 
grown. We are doing more communicating with the 
website which saves the club in postage and printing. 
Racers were given medals this year instead of 
trophies. There are many more ways the club 
members have been mindful of spending while 
improving the club.  

As the club celebrates 75 years of existence, we 
continue what must have been the resolutions of 
previous members – the belief that you can have fun 
AND figure out a way to afford it. With that resolution, 
let’s go for that 100th anniversary. Happy New Year!   

 
Donations to the Projector Fund 

Kathy Perrego and Anna Dugan are the latest 
members to donate to the projector fund.  She 
donated her 50/50 winnings to the fund last month.  
Thanks Kathy.  

Maine, Cape Cod, Camping? 
Stowe is the better summer place to be!  

Closer by hours than Maine or Cape Cod and less 
expensive than many campgrounds is our Clubhouse 
at Stowe. Now that Waterbury Reservoir across the 
street has reopened, the lodge has a beach you can 
walk to. There are also canoes at the lodge you can 
use at no charge.  Go for an overnight or go for a 
week. Don’t forget, the gas in Vermont is much 
cheaper. Call any board member if you would like to 
know more about summers at the clubhouse.  You 
can always go to the Stowe website to find out what 
is happening at Stowe and surrounding areas. 

 
Names and Numbers to Remember 

Board of Directors: 
Bill Schaefer, Pres H 370-0229 
Pete Weykamp, VP Administration H 785-6433 
Anna Dugan, VP Nordic H 489-5092 
Kathy Perrego, VP Activities  H 869-1155 
Dorie Valenti, VP-Alpine H 334-0652 
Anna Dugan NNYP President H 489-5092 
Lat Schmidt, Secretary,  H 372-2915 
Ray Asselin, Treasurer H 355-1882 
Walt Kangas, Clubhouse Director  H 370-5136 
Tony Dorangrichia, At Large H 435-9981 
Rich Vanderwood, At Large H 368-1149 
Jon Skalwold, Past Pres. H 382-8458 
Others: 
Jean Burton, Membership  H 872-2333 
Gina Kornrumpf Bike coordinator H 370-4017 
Bill Kornrumpf, Chatter Editor & H 370-4017 
        Clubhouse Facilities  wkornrumpf@ieee.org  
Allan Foster Blade Editor adfos@aol.com H 438-5540 
Dorie Valenti Webmaster doriev@verizon.net  
Ed Miller Clubhouse Res  swclodgeres@yahoo.com  
Clubhouse at Waterbury Center 802-244-8918 

 

Change Of Address Notices 
Change of Address notices should be sent to: Jean 
Burton, wburton2@nycap.rr.com or PO 46, 
Gallupville, NY 12073.  Do not send to the editors, or 
the Club PO Box, they will get lost. 

 
What's Happening at Stowe?  
A great website to find out what's happening in 

Stowe at any time is www.gostowe.com then at the 
top center of the page, click on "THINGS TO DO".  
You'll find all kinds of fun things to do as you plan 
your year round outings. 

2
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Clubhouse Corner:  
Clubhouse for All Seasons Happenings 

Our extra Clubhouse Days last spring and 
summer were very successful!  There was a 100% 
increase in events over the year before!  Best of all, 
members enjoyed Vermont 100% more!  Some of the 
activities will be repeated; however we are creating 
more weekends this year with the help of volunteer 
hosts and activity directors. 

Work Weekend  is coming up May 10-11!  Now 
that safety issues have been dealt with, it’s time to 
decorate!  We started painting rooms, adding special 
pictures of the local sites, and creating useful space 
to enjoy the house.  Adopt a room and display your 
photography skills with a theme of the local area.  A 
library, WIFI, and fixing up the recreation room has 
been mentioned.  Don’t let Bill K. work you past 5 PM 
on Sat, because the champagne toast will start 
without you!  And why not plan a fun activity for Mon 
or bring up your mother/wife for mothers day? 

May also has a Spring Fling  of paddling, biking 
and hiking with Ed Miller May 17 & 18.  Ed will lead 
the paddling trip, however he will need leaders for the 
other two events.  Please read the article for details.   

We have a Golf Weekend  this year!  Tony 
Dorangrichia and Bob Gartley are organizing that 
weekend.  Check out Vermont’s best courses!  The 
19th hole will be the Clubhouse!   

Culinary Week  is June 13 -22 , so stay the week!  
How about a Culinary Evening after attending 
seminars June 14 or June 21?   

Gardener’s will enjoy the Garden Festival June 
27-29, and then have dinner at the Clubhouse with 
spring produce.  We need hosts for these events. 

How about attending the Hot Air Balloon 
Festival July 11-13  and bike or paddle during the 
day!  Interested in hosting?  

The Arts and Crafts Festival  is July 25 – 27 , 
which will be a great weekend for a Vermont Luau!   
Sophie Leary and Anna Dugan  have offered to host 
this popular event.  Reserve early because last year it 
was a full house! 

August 8 -10 is Antique & Classic Car  
weekend.  It’s a great weekend to visit the covered 
bridges, the countryside and waterfalls as well. Try 
out your photography skills!  Walt Kangas will be 
hosting and leading a biking outing .  

On August 16, Pedal for Paws  helps our fury 
friends and offers 3 cycling tours and concludes with 
a BBQ. No cooking that night! We need a host. 

Please call Ray Asselin, 355-1882, if you are 
interested in hosting or organizing any weekends.   
Kathy Perrego is the keeper of the calendar.  She’ll 
make sure that nothing is double booked and the 

events are spaced out.  Remember, you don’t have to 
have a host to make your Clubhouse stay a success.  
Just read the instructions for the heating system and 
treat the house like your own and leave it cleaner when 
you leave than when you arrived.  

Notice of group Clubhouse Use 
It is the policy of the Clubhouse to let you know 

when there will be moderate sized groups at the 
Clubhouse during the summer.  You need to let Walt 
Kangas (370-5136) know if you plan on hosting a 
summer group so we can get it in the Chatter. 

Bill Schaefer is planning to have a reunion group of 
friends at the Clubhouse May 2-4. Not exclusive, but 
be aware there will be folks up there to share with. 
 

Clubhouse Reservations 
Ed Miller, our Clubhouse reservation coordinator is 

now retired for the season.  To make reservations, 
call any of the special events hosts.  If there is no 
special event going on, come on up without a 
reservation.  

 

 

 

Almost Full-House on Easter Weekend at the Clubhouse 

Quick Clean-up team on Easter 
3
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10 Days of Skiing At Stowe and 
Vicinity or was it just 9?  

The idea was formed out of frustration with the 
airlines last season and the fantastic ski deal Stowe 
was offering ski club members.  How could anyone 
beat 5 days of skiing at Stowe for $27 a day?  And 
with our fantastic Clubhouse, it was a deal that could 
not be beat.  So, why not make a full week out of it?  
That took only 2 more vacation days, which, with 
Fridays off anyway, made for a 10-day ski “week”.  
With plenty of ski deals to go around, the plan was a 
“GO”. 

But a fundamental question skiers ask is – What 
constitutes a “day” of skiing?  Some would say it is 2 
hours on the slopes with boots on.  Others would say 
it needs to be 4 runs down the mountain.  What would 
you say?  Here, you decide: 

To say that our 10 day ski week in March in 
northern Vermont was fantastic is an understatement, 
despite the ice storms a week before.  Walt “ski so 
smooth” Kangas, Merry “I love the glades” Huber, 
Pete “the energizer bunny on skis” Weycamp and Jon 
“just trying to stay awake” Skalwold started the week 
on Friday the 14th at Stowe with warm sunshine and 
soft bumps, especially on Spruce Peak.  Day 2 was at 
Jay Peak using the Club’s special rate coupons.  
While the ice storms had made a mess of the glades, 
the slopes were great, having softened in the warmth 
of the day.  Dave Campanelli at Sugarbush hosted 
Day 3.  To our surprise Sugarbush had received 
about 4 inches of new snow the night before which 
helped to improve the northeast firm conditions.  
Dave’s tour of the mountain included a run down the 
Slide Brook glades, which seemed to go on forever 
and delighted Merry.  Dave also hosted Day 4, St. 
Patty’s Day, at Sugarbush North (Mt. Ellen).  With a 
clear blue sky, it was a picture-perfect day (the $17 lift 
ticket didn’t hurt either).  Even the ice in the trees, 
which we hate on the slopes, looked like Waterford 
Crystal sparkling in the sunlight.  And, thank you 
Dave for providing us with the tours and discount 
passes.  I was on my own for day 5, so it was back to 
Mt.  Ellen for a day of picture taking.  Did you know 
that you can see Whiteface from the top of Mt. Ellen?  
I finished the day at Sugarbush, with 3 runs off the 
Castlerock chair, including their double diamond – 
Liftline. 

But the real skiing started on Day 6 at Stowe.  
This was to be a questionable day as mushy, wet 
snow fell making for “heavy” skiing.  The biggest 
worry was what were the conditions going to be like 
for Day 7?  Well, the next day’s run down Chapel Line 
answered that question.  With an eighth inch crust 
over mush, we thought that Day 7 was going to be 
lost.  But Mother Nature didn’t give up on us and 
covered that mess with another 6 inches of powder.  
And She didn’t stop there.  On Day 8 we awoke to a 

blizzard, 4 inches of new snow in the Club House 
parking lot and even more on the mountain.  With 
over a foot of new snow, the Starr was knee deep in 
snow!  How could one quit before 3 pm with snow like 
that?  On Day 9 the snow stopped but it was still 
windy.  So the glades were the choice of the day for 
skiing, which made Merry very happy.  But Starr was, 
once again, fantastic.  So here we are, at Day 10, 
Easter Sunday.  We awoke at 4:30 in the morning to 
a crystal clear sky, a near full moon and freezing cold 
Mid-winter conditions!  At the top of the gondola it 
was -2, with about a 20 mph wind.  But the view was 
gorgeous and the sunrise was fantastic for the 1,200 
brave souls attending.  While it is tough taking 
pictures in these conditions, it was worth the try as 
clear skies on Easter morning are far and few 
between. 

This was a week of “Firsts”.  My first time down 
Starr, the top of National, Lift Line at both Stowe and 
Sugarbush, skiing at Mt. Ellen and being a Clubhouse 
Host and for the week no less.  Over that time the 
Clubhouse housed members from New York, 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey and 
Virginia.  Yes Virgina, we have Club members who 
live in Virginia and they come periodically to the 
Clubhouse to ski northern Vermont.  And everyone 
was great!  Most of the meals were for between 5 and 
12 people, with 35 people on Friday night before 
Easter weekend.  Everyone pitched in and the social 
atmosphere was the best.  Isn’t that what the 
Clubhouse is all about?  I hope all who were there 
enjoyed their time as much as I did.  However, I must 
say that I was happy to turn the Clubhouse Host 
duties over to Bill and Gina Kornrumpf for the packed 
Easter Weekend. 

But back to the question – What constitutes a day 
of skiing?  I say that my one run down the mountain 
on Easter morning counts as a “day” of skiing.  After 
all, I was on the slopes for over 2 hrs, in the freezing 
cold and wind taking pictures for all to enjoy.  So, I 
count it as 10 days straight of skiing, another first.  by 
Jon Skalwold 

Sunrise on Easter at the top of Mount Mansfield 
4
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 Bike Ride Schedule 
 

May 1  Holly Hawkes Burnt Hills 
May 8 The Distels Niskayuna 
May 15 Jan O’Hare Clifton Park 
May 22 Nancy Hauenstein Charlton 
May 29 Dorie Valenti Delmar 
June 5  Geoff Moore & Terry Tamer 
June 12 Norma & John Coffenburg 
 

Our season officially begins on May 1 with Holly 
Hawkes hosting from her house in Burnt Hills.  Hosts 
are still needed for July & Aug.   Please call Gina 
(ride coordinator) at 370-4017 to choose your Ride. 
 

Ride Information  
The mechanics of participating are simple.  Call 

the host to let them know you are coming so they 
can plan refreshments.  Allow enough time to arrive 
by 6:15 PM.  Rides begin at 6:30 SHARP.  If you 
need a hand with your bike (air in tires, adjustments) 
get there even earlier and someone will be happy to 
help you.  A helmet is required. 

The rides are usually divided into longer  for the 
experienced and shorter  (less hilly) for the more 
novice riders. The host provides route maps, and 
refreshments after the ride, (like soda, beer, snacks, 
and pizza.)  It is customary that each participant 
contributes $6.00  towards the host’s expenses. 
 

Directions to Rides/ Host Homes  
 

May 1  Holly Hawkes 399-2596 
  14 Davids Lane, Burnt Hills 
Take Rt 50 north from Scotia to Burnt Hills.  Turn 

left at light onto Lake Hill Rd.  Turn right onto Goode 
St. (second right).  Turn right onto Davids Lane 
(second right).  Holly’s house is at the end of the st. 
 

May 8  Niskayuna Bike Path 
Charlotte & Bob Distel 372-7016  

Charlotte & Bob Distel will be hosting a tailgate party 
after the bike ride at the Niskayuna Park on the 
Mohawk.  To Niskayuna bike path & train station :  
From points North , take the Northway south and get 
off at exit 6 (RT 7 West) head West about 2.5 miles. 
Turn right onto Rosendale Road at light.  Take a 
sharp left at bottom of hill and go ¾ mile.  The parking 
lot is on the right.  From Schenectady and West , go 
on Rt. 7 heading east.  Turn left onto Rosendale 
Road.  Take a sharp left and go ¾ mile to parking lot.   
 

May 15  Jan O’Hare   383-4768 
 45 Glenbrook Ct., Clifton Park 
From Albany  take Northway to Exit 9, go left on Rt 
146 for a short distance to a right turn on Plank Rd 
which you will follow for 8 or 9 blocks -- watch for 
"Woodcliff" on your left, the next left is Glenbrooke Ct.  
Jan's house is the first on left past "dead end" sign, 

park in driveway on right. From Schenectady  take Rt 
146 East to a left onto Bruno Rd.  Right on Plank 
Road (at the end), First right onto Glenbrooke Ct. 
 

May 22 Nancy Hauenstein    399-1695 
  137 Crane Street, Charlton 
Take Rte 147 (Sacandaga Rd.) north out of Scotia 
and follow for about 5 miles to the top of the hill. Turn 
right onto Dawson Rd. and follow for about 1 mile to 
Crane St.  Nancy’s house is on the right at the corner 
of Crane St. and Dawson Rd.   
 

May 29  Dorie Valenti  334-0652 
  24 Plymouth Ave, Delmar 
Take Thruway to exit 23,  Exit immediately on right,  
Left on 9W at end of ramp, go 0.6 miles, stay straight 
onto McAlpin St.  Go 0.3 miles and turn left onto 
Delaware Ave (Rt 443), go 1.4 miles and turn left onto 
Plymouth Ave.  House is #24 on right at end of street. 
 

June 5  Terry Tamer & Geoff Moore 435-1704 
2A Lacy Lane, Loudonville 

The ride will start and finish at the Colonie Town 
Park on the Mohawk River off of Rt 9.  The party 
will be at Geoff and Terry’s house in Loudonville. 
Directions to Ride:  Colonie Town Park  
From points south, east and west, take Rt 9 north 
from Rt 7. Turn left onto Old Loudon Rd. (first left past 
light at Dunsbach Ferry Rd.) Turn left onto 
Schermerhorn Rd. Park where Schermerhorn Rd. 
crosses the Mohawk-Hudson bike trail. From the 
north on Rt 9, go over the Mohawk River; turn right on 
Old Loudon Rd. and right onto Schermerhorn Rd. 
Directions to Geoff & Terry's House:  
From the Park, Schermerhorn up the hill to Old 
Loudon Rd, Right on Old Loudon, right onto Rt 9.  
Follow 9 south past the Latham Circle, Rt.155 and Rt. 
378.  Turn Right onto Crumitie (first light past Rt 378), 
Follow Crumitie till end and turn right onto Albany 
Shaker Rd., Lacy is the first left (it is very soon after 
Crumitie).  If you come to Everett Rd, come back two 
blocks.  Their house is the first house on the left. 
 

June 12  Norma & John Coffenberg  895-2134  
   4623 Skyline Drive, Duanesburg 

From the East & West:  take the NYS Thruway to 
Exit 25A (I-88), I-88 to Exit 24 , turn Left at end of 
ramp, Turn Right on Rt 20 (toward Duanesburg / 
Cooperstown) follow Rt 20 through Duanesburg, Turn 
Right on Duanesburg Churches Rd (county 127).  
After 1.1 miles turn left on Skyline Drive, The house is 
on the left at the corner of Skyline. 

From Scotia & downtown Schenectady take I-
890 West to the NYS Thruway at Exit 1-B, go toward 
Albany/I-88 on the thruway for 4.8 miles.  Exit at 25A 

(I-88) and follow the directions above. 

5
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It Was a Very Good Year by your editor 
The ski season has now turned into paddling season 

with the second use of our most precious resource, 
snow.  As the snow melts, your editor has reflected on 
the season that has passed at the Clubhouse.  The 
season started with a dump of snow in December and 
just seemed to get better with every passing weekend.  
We were treated to a snow filled Christmas/New Years 
week that saw skiing from the top of the mountain to 
the bottom with not one patch of ice or hard pack.  The 
natural snow trails were superb and for the vertical 
skiers, all the double black diamonds were open and 
inviting.  The customary January rains held off until 
after MLK day and were followed by new snow to cover 
up all the damage.  By the next weekend, the whole 
mountain was open again.  While it rained later in the 
season in the south, Stowe was largely spared the rain 
freeze cycles of our southern ski areas.  In the far 
north, they were drizzle snow cycles that just added to 
the base.  Stowe finished with 374 inches (31 feet) of 
snow during the season and closed with 40 inches of 
snow on most of the trails.  

We were treated to some of the best spring 
conditions in years.  While most of our skiers retired 
after Easter (really early this year), those that made the 
trip to the Clubhouse after Easter were treated to three 
bright sun filled weekends.  Walk Kangas and your 
editor were the only SWCers to party in the parking lot 
on April 12.  It was appropriate to hoist a few adult 
beverages to the sky and remember all those SWCers 
who we have shared the trails with over the years.  
Then we joined other celebrants who were beginning 
the transition to spring by hitting golf balls out of the 
parking lot toward Spruce Peak.  All in all a fitting 
tribute to the season that was fast passing.   

As Warren Miller exhorts us each year, “If you wait 
you will only be one year older when you ski it”  This 
was surely the year that you were one year older, did 
you ski it this year?  Start planning for next year now. 

 

 

Sandy Lieth, Pete Weykamp, Stetson Tanner, Bill 
Kornrumpf, Walt Kangas and Merry Hubber at Stowe 

Merry Hubber, Walt Kangas, Jon Skalwald, Pete 
Weykamp, Phil and Bobbi Schmidt at Stowe 

Walt Kangas and Bill Kornrumpf after a “ski all the 
mountain” spring day at Stowe 

Walt hitting one out of the parking lot at Stowe 6



 

May 1, 2008 

 
Monday Night Canoeing  

& Potluck Suppers 
Monday Night Paddling begins on May 5.  Join Terry 
and Geoff at 6:00 PM any Monday evening thru Sept 
for paddling on the Mohawk.  We start at Kiwanis Park 
in Rotterdam Junction.  Canoes and paddles are 
available (see later) but if you have a life vest (PFD) 
you should bring it along.   

Terry and Geoff have also volunteered to provide 
instruction in safety and the basics of paddling if you 
are not experienced.  Call 435-1704 so that they know 
you are coming and don’t leave without you.  

Then, the traditional Potluck Suppers  will be 
held on the FIRST Monday of each month  – so that 
will be 5/5, 6/2, 7/7, and  8/4, and then we’ll deviate a 
little and finish up on Sept 8 (a week after Labor Day).  
This has been quite popular through the years, so 
come and join in.  There is time to paddle beforehand 
if you desire, although you might wish to start more like 
5:30 on Potluck nights.  We’ll plan for the food to start 
at 6:30.  As before, bring a hot or cold dish for the 
group (nothing is too fancy), and bring your own 
beverages.  .  Volunteers are needed to help, so let us 
know if you’re willing.  Speak up, OK? 
 

Let The NNYP Canoe Races Begin!  
Remember to mark these race dates on your 

calendar. 
A summary of most of the races run in New York 

State, and done under the watchful eye of the New 
York Marathon Canoe Racing Association, is at the 
end of this Blade.  It is an exciting calendar with some 
new events and some changes to long-standing ones. 

Of chief interest to NNYP members are our own 
three races and our weekly time trials.  The Towpath 
Regatta will take place on Thursday June 19th, 
beginning at Jumpin’ Jacks in Scotia and ending at 
Aqueduct Park in Niskayuna.  Registration opens at 
5:30pm and the race starts at 6:30.  Big Pockets Race 
Director Geoff Moore: gmoore03@nycap.rr.com or 
518-435-1704 has agreed to pay the entry fee for 
everyone (the race is free). 

The Electric City Regatta  will be a two day event 
this year.  In addition to the NYMCRA amateur points 
race on Sat. July 12, as well as the recreation and fun 
races, we will have a 4 mile Barton Cup qualifier for 
youth paddlers.  Sunday 7/13 will include a C1 Pro 
race plus amateur, stock, recreational and kayak 
races.  Any proceeds from Sunday’s races will be 
donated to NYMCRA, the organization that oversees 
canoe and kayak racing throughout NY.  Start and 
finish on both days will be at Lock 9 Park in Rotterdam 
Junction.  Please help us in getting the word out so our 
expanded event will be a success.  Contact Ed Greiner 
518-875-6497, or eleccityrace@yahoo.com or visit our 
website at www.eleccityrace.org.  

NNYP’s third race of the year, the Barge Chaser  is 
scheduled for Sunday Sept 28.  There is a 3- mile and 
a 7-mile race that includes two short portages.  
Registration begins at 10am and the race starts at 
11:00. Grafton Lakes State Park is a great place to 
wind up the season with the leaves starting to change 
in the crisp autumn air.  Director Sue Knapik 518-843-
8133 or coitsbb@omh.state.ny.us asks that you bring 
a dish to share for the potluck picnic to follow the race. 
Time Trials  will be held every Wednesday evening 
starting May 7th at 6:30 pm through Sept 17th at 
Aqueduct Park in Niskayuna (Mohawk River at the 
Rexford bridge).  The course is 3.65 miles loop on the 
Mohawk River, and takes from 27 minutes to a week 
(which is why we hold them only once a week).  Sign-
up is between 6 and 6:30 and the start is promptly at 
6:30 PM; so it works best if you're on the line at the 
start!  It is a good idea to get there a half hour or so 
early to give you time to set up your boat and do a 
warm-up run.  Regardless of your ability or boat type, 
these time trials are a good opportunity to track your 
progress, racing against the clock in differing 
conditions.  It is also a chance to get some pointers 
from our veteran racers and practice starting in real 
racing conditions.  Registration is free to NNYP 
members and $10 for non members (first time is free).   

The weekly time trials have become something of a 
regional draw, bringing good paddlers from Virginia, 
New Jersey, North Carolina, Long Island, and even 
Albany.  However, anything that can float and be 7
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human propelled will find a class to win at the time 
trials, just check the Thurs Gazette for results.  For 
more information contact Alec Davis at 518-399-1435 
or alecdavis@earthlink.net.    

If you race canoes or kayaks in New York State, 
you should probably join NYMCRA.  It is a dynamic 
group, promoting friendly competition and fitness on 
the water.  Find out more at www.nymcra.org.   

                       ……..The Greiners and Alec Davis 
 

For Sale 
CANOE.. 
24 Lb. 14’-6” We-no-nah. Vagabond, graphite.  “A small responsive 
solo that is easy to handle both on and off the water.”  Used gently 
twice on flat water, new in 2007.  Lists $2329, asking $1829, 
Call G. Schmidt 2377-9134 or at schmidtglll@yahoo.com 
 

CANOE.. 
Free to a good home:  Wenonah 18'6" C2 white water 
racing canoe.  Jensen design.  Fiberglass.  Needs some repair. 
Call Ed at 421-2947 or twobears@nycap.rr.com.  
 

KAYAK 
Northwest Seascape Explorer.  18 ft. Two person closed cockpit 
rotomolded plastic. Used very little. Asking $1,200. Call 356-7834 
after 5:00 pm.    Thanks, Warren Burton 
 

Club Canoe Availability 
Getting to be that time of year, but remember that we 
(SWC/NNYP) have canoes, paddles, PFD’s, and one 
kayak for use by members: 

 

18’ 6” Wenonah CC   18’ 6” Lincoln CC   18’ 6” Sawyer CC     
18’ 5” Alumicraft        12” Acadia Kayak  
These boats may be borrowed by Club members for 

a $5/day, $25/week donation.  They are located at 
Uncle Donnie Patneaude’s house at 741 River Road, 
Lower Rotterdam Junction (about 0.3 mile from the 
Kiwanis boat launch.  518-887-5483). 

There are also four canoes for members who are up 
at the Clubhouse, but no fair using them on Nosedive!  
 

Keep The News Coming  

You guys have been trying, but haven’t yet reached 
the depths of depravity I know you are capable of, so 
let’s go out and dig up the dirt, or just create some 
fictitious facts if you feel so inclined.   

Water sport write-ups, photos, jokes, stories, etc. 
or activities that might interest the group (like hiking, 
theater, etc) are fine.  Send to Allan Foster: 
adfos@aol.com, 379 McCormack Rd, Albany, NY 
12208, by the 12th of month.  Put NNYP, SWC or 
Blade in the email subject title line so I don’t Spam 
you, and pictures should be less than 100Kb. 
 

YOUR Dues are Due Now 
That means YOU, not your seventh-removed step 
cousin on your father’s friends side.  The NNYP/SWC 
fiscal year runs from June to May so now is the time to 
get that mothballed checkbook out. 
 
 

Scuttlebutts 
Was that an unfounded rumor about an esteemed 
SWC/NNYP member who got up around 11 pm at the 
Lodge and, thinking it was 5am, proceeded to put her 
full ski outfit on – and then slept in it for the rest of the 
night – all so she could be first in line at the lift. 
 

Technique Tips For The Towpath 
Your Editor has decided to publish this paddling tip 
from Alec Davis in the Blade, rather than keep it to 
himself and scob all the competition at the Towpath.  
Now you have no reason at all for not entering. 

Reach really far forward 
Quickly, place all of blade in water  
Pull yourself, and canoe, up to blade 
Quickly, remove blade from water 
Do this again 

 

STATEWIDE EVENTS/RACES 
More at nymcra.org or macscanoe.com 

If you think that there isn’t much canoe/kayak racing 
going on, take a look at this list: 
 

May 7 to Sept 17.  Every Wed evening 
Time Trials  Rexford  NY    Alec Davis  518 399 1435  
alecdavis@earthlink.net 
 

May 3 – 4, Sat - Sun 
51st Annual Hudson River White Water Races 
What would Spring be like without the Hudson River Derby 
This year marks the 51st anniversary of the Biggie 

Saturday, May 3 rd - White Water Derby Slalom Race 
Sunday, May 4 th  - White Water Derby Downriver Race 

Hudson River Whitewater Derby Inc 
c/o Gore Mountain Region Chamber of Commerce 
PO Box 84, North Creek, NY 12853 
518-251-2612            info@whitewaterderby.com 
 

May 3 and 4  Sat and Sun 
47th Canton Canoe Weekend 
Rushton Rec. and C1 Races,  Canton, NY 
NYMCRA C2 Pro Points, NYMCRA Points 
Chuck Bolesh, PO Box 616,  Canton NY 13617     315 379 9241 
Full race information, printable forms and waivers at  
www.slvpaddlers.org  or  bolesh1@gmail.com 
 

May 10, Sat 
Ed Wessels Memorial Regatta Weekend 
Oneonta, NY.  Amateur C1 & C2 plus Pro C1 & C2 
NYMCRA C2 Pro Points,  NYMCRA Points 
Ed Curley, PO Box 2295, Sidney NY 13838 
607 433 0333w or  607 563 1524, ecurley@stny.rr.com 
 

May 17, Sat.  
'Round the Mountain, Lower Saranac Lake, NY 
NYMCRA Points 
Brian & Grace McDonnell  518 891 2744  (AWA race hotline) 
macadk@northnet.org or www.macscanoe.com 
 

May 23-26,  Fri - Mon  
44th General Clinton Canoe Regatta, Cooperstown, NY 
Lori Roseboom 
www.canoeregatta.org or LRoseboom@yahoo.com 
 

June 7- 8, Sat -Sun 
SLVP Madrid Flatwater Weekend and USCA Barton Cup 
Madrid , NY 
Sat  Recreational, Amateur, C2 Pro 8
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NYMCRA C2 Pro Points,  NYMCRA Points 
Bernie & Amy Moulton,   315 322 4041 
bmoulton@twcny.rr.com  or http://www.slvpaddlers.org/  
 

June 14, Sat. 
Tupper Lake 9 Mile, Tupper Lake, NY      
Brian & Grace McDonnell  518 891 2744  (AWA race hotline)  
macadk@northnet.org or  www.macscanoe.com 
 

June 15,  Sun  
Wild Goose Chase, Pittsfield, MA 
Patty Spector   413 637 2597 patty.@joshbillings.com 
 

June 19 Thus 
Towpath Regatta,  Rexford, NY 
Geoffrey Moore  518 435-1704  gmoore03@nycap.rr.com   
 

June 21 – 22, Sat - Sun  
Tiadaghton Elm Canoe Race Jersey Shore, PA 
Sat: Amateur C1 & C2, kayak and standard classes 
Sun:  C1 & C2 pro classes 
Amy Rankinen 570-745-7367 or Norm Ludwig 570-753-5136 
jrankin@pct.edu, ncludwig@kcnet.org or 
http://eteamz.active.com/telm 
 

June 28, Sat 
4th Annual Armond Bassett Canoe and Kayak Race Rochester, NY 
NYMCRA C2 Pro Points,  NYMCRA Points 
Kevin Berl  315 986 8361 or Tim Henning  315 926 5749 
k_berl@msn.com or thenning3@rochester.rr.com 
 

June 29,  Sun 
4th Annual Old Forge Paddle Classic, Old Forge, NY 
 

July 12 – 13,  Sat. - Sun 
Electric City Regatta NYMCRA Fundraiser Event 
Rotterdam Jct, NY, NYMCRA Points and NYMCRA C2 Pro Points  
Ed Greiner518-875-6497 
eleccityrace@yahoo.com  or  www.eleccityrace.org 
 

July 19, Saturday 
14th Saranac Flatwater Challenge, Plattsburgh, NY 
Gordy Santor and Bob Rusnak 518 563 3229 and 518 643 0465 
adkrover@charter.net 
 

July 26, Sat. 
Empire State Games, Masters Division, Hickories Park, Owego, 
NY   Pre-registration required before 2 July08 
Jan Whitaker,  585 292 6107 janwhitaker@hotmail.com  or  
http://www.empirestategames.org/summer/ 
 

July 26 - 27,  Sat - Sun. 
Classique de l'Estrie, Sherbrooke-Magog, CA 
$10,000-$15,000 in cash prizes 
 

Aug 3.  Sun 
St. Regis Canoe Classic, Paul Smiths, NY 
Jim Tucker,  Paul Smiths College  tuckerj@paulsmiths.edu 
Paul Smiths NY 12970   518 327 6389,  518 327 6150 (Fax)  
 

Aug 5 – 10, Tues - Sun 
USCA Nationals, Elkhart County, IN   www.uscanoe.com 
 

Aug 10 ,  Sun. 
AWA 30 Mile Marathon to Tupper Lake, Upper Saranac Lake, NY 
Brian & Grace McDonnell  518 891 2744  (AWA race hotline) 
macadk@northnet.org or www.macscanoe.com 
 

Aug 10, Sun 
Classique de la LeLievre,  Mont-Laurier, Que 
 

Aug 16, Sat 
Newcomb North Country Challenge, Newcomb, NY 
NYS Championship Race , NYMCRA Points 
R.F. Smith, John Jackson, Joanna Donk 
randenew@capital.net, almasden@capital.net  
joailie@frontiernet.net 
 

Aug 23, Sat 
Remington ll       Rensselaer Falls, NY to Heuvelton, NY 

Cathy Giglio315 379 9135 
cgiglio1@peoplepc.com or http://www.slvpaddlers.org/ 
 

Aug 23,  Sat 
Wendake, Quebec 
 

Aug 24,  Sun 
Bear Mountain Challenge – Kayak Training Series 
Foundry Dock Park, Cold Springs, NY     NYMCRA Points 
Ray Fusco,  845 440 3127 
info@nymayorscup.com  or  www.nymayorscup.com 
 

Aug 29  -  Sept 2,  Fri - Tues 
Classique international de la mauricie 
LaTuque, Trois-Rivieres, Quebec      $45,000 in prize money 
 

Sept 5 – 7, Fri - Sun 
26th Annual Adirondack Canoe Classic,  Old Forge, NY 
Brian & Grace McDonnell    518 891 2744  (AWA race hotline) 
macadk@northnet.org  or  www.macscanoe.com 
 

Sept 13, Sat 
12th Annual Rochester River Challenge,   Rochester, NY 
Jan Whitaker585 292 6107 
janwhitaker@frontiernet.net or  www.adaptivecanoeing.org 
 

Sept 14, Sun 
30th Annual Great Josh Billings Run Aground Triathlon 
Lenox, MA     Patty Spector, 413 637 6913 
patty@joshbillings.com  or  www.joshbillings.com 
 

Sept 27,  Sat 
Long Lake Long Boat Regatta,  Long Lake, NY 
Brian & Grace McDonnell     518 891 2744  (AWA race hotline) 
macadk@northnet.org or www.macscanoe.com 
 

Sept 27 – 28,  Sun 
USCA Aluminum Nationals    Colorado River, Bastrop, TX 
Pete Binion979 218 4947    pbinion@txcyber.com  or   
http://www.txcanoeracing.org/AluminumNationals.html 
 

Sept 28,  Sun 
Classique de l’outaouais 
Cantley, Quebec       $5,000 in prize money 
 

Sept 28,  Sun 
Grafton Lakes Barge Chaser, Grafton Lakes State Park, NY 
Sue (Brisley) Knapik  518 843 8133 
coitsbb@omh.state.ny.us 
 

Oct 4, Sat 
Irma Sagazie Esopus Creek Safari, Saugerties, NY 
Kelly Meyers     845 247 9664 
yakracer@hotmail.com  or  www.atkenco.com 
 

Oct 12, Sun 
Mayors Cup New York City Kayak Championships  
North Cove Marina, NYC, NY  Ray Fusco,  845 440 3127 
info@nymayorscup.com  or  www.nymayorscup.com 
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Membership Application    2008-09  
June 1, 2008 to May 31, 2009  

Schenectady Wintersports Club & Northern New York Paddlers 
PO Box 228,   Schenectady, NY, 12301 

 

Name _____________________________________________ 
Age Group   18-29 •     30-39 •      40-55 •      56-69 •      70+ •  

 

Address________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________ZIP____________ 
Phone _________________ E-Mail__________________________ 
 
New Member ( )   Renewal ( )     $20 individual ( )     $30 Family ( ) 
 
For Family Membership, please indicate 

 

Name of Spouse_______________________________________ 
Age Group   18-29 •     30-39 •      40-55 •      56-69 •      70+ •  

 

Names and Ages of Junior Members__________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
To qualify for family membership, children must be under 18 or 18 and 
still in High School. 

 

How did you hear abut the Club?  ___________________________ 
 

This is a gift Membership from: _____________________________ 
 

Please indicate your Activity interests.  Check as many as applicable; 
Alpine Skiing ( )        X-C Skiing ( )     Paddling ( )  Biking ( )     
Hiking ( )    Ski Trips Western US, Canada, Europe ( )  
 Ski Racing ( )   Wilderness/canoe camping ( )   Canoe Racing ( ) 
Other __________________________________________________ 

 

 
Would you like to receive your Chatter/Blade by email?  YES     NO 
 
Interested in Club administration? If so what areas?  _____________  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
Interested in working with the NY Capital District Ski Council  ( ) 
 
Comments __________________________________________ 
 
 
Make check payable to SWC and mail with the completed application to 
the above address. 
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