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Monday Night Canoeing 
Monday Night Paddling continues at Kiwanis Park in 
Rotterdam Junction every Monday evening through 
September.  Canoes and paddles are available at 
Uncle Donnie Patneaude’s house at 741 River Road, 
Lower Rotterdam Junction, about 0.3 mile west of the 
Kiwanis boat launch.  Contact Don at  887-5483.  
Since the availability of life vests (PFDs), is limited, 
you should bring one along if you have one. 

Remember to be at Kiwanis Park by 6 p.m.  Also, 
if you’d like instruction in the basics of paddling and 
water safety, Terry Tamer or Geoff Moore at (518) 
435-1704 have volunteered – but call and let them 
know so they don’t leave without you. 

 

Monday Potluck Dinners 
This year, all the Potluck Suppers at Kiwanis 

Park in Rotterdam Junction will be held on the 2nd 
Monday of the month because of conflicts with the 
July and September holidays.  The new dates are 
7/14, 8/11, and 9/08.  Heidi Walsh, Ellen La Fontana 
and Sandy Brien have agreed to host these events.   

You can join in by bringing a hot or cold dish to 
share and you must bring your own beverages.  
Hamburgers will be provided for a $2.00 donation.  If 
you plan to paddle beforehand, you may wish to start 
earlier, like at 5:30pm on Potluck nights since the food 
will start at 6:30 p.m.  

The first Potluck of the season was held May 5th 
with 37 members participating.  Many thanks to our 
hosts, Heidi and Ellen, and all the other volunteers 
who have made this such a success.  Join us. 
 

NNYP Paddling Events 
Of chief interest to NNYP members are our own 

races and our weekly time trials.   
The Towpath Regatta 2008 is now a part of history, 

with kudos to Goeff Moore and his band of helpers.   
The next big event is the Electric City Regatta,  

which is a two day event this year on July 12 and 13.  
Saturday’s races will follow the familiar format with 
registration beginning at 8:30 and the first start at 
10:00.  In addition to the NYMCRA amateur points 
race on Saturday, as well as the recreational and fun 
races, there will be a 4 mile Barton Cup qualifier for 
youths.  Sunday’s races will include an 11 mile C1 Pro 
race as well as recreational, amateur stock and kayak 
races.  Times are the same as Saturday.  All proceeds 

will be donated to NYMCRA the organization that 
oversees canoe and kayak racing throughout NY. 

Start and finish on both days will be at Lock 9 Park 
in Rotterdam Junction.  Please help us in getting the 
word out so our expanded event will be a success.  
Contact Ed Greiner 518-875-6497, or 
eleccityrace@yahoo.com or visit our website at 
www.eleccityrace.org. 
 

NNYP’s third race of the year, the Barge Chaser  is 
scheduled for Sunday Sept 28.  There is a 3- mile and 
a 7-mile race that includes two short portages.  
Registration begins at 10am and the race starts at 
11:00. Grafton Lakes State Park is a great place to 
wind up the season with the leaves starting to change 
in the crisp autumn air.  Director Sue Knapik 518-843-
8133 or coitsbb@omh.state.ny.us asks that you bring 
a dish to share for the potluck picnic to follow the race. 
 

Time Trials  are held every Wed evening starting at 
6:30 pm through Sept 17th at Aqueduct Park in 
Niskayuna (Mohawk River at the Rexford bridge).  The 
course is a 3.65 mile loop on the Mohawk River, and 
takes from 27 minutes to a week (which is why we hold 
them only once a week).  Sign-up is between 6 and 
6:30. The start is promptly at 6:30 so be on the line at 
the start!  It’s a good idea to get there a half hour or so 
early to have time to set up your boat and do a warm-
up run.  Regardless of your ability or boat type, the 
time trials are a good opportunity to track your 
progress, racing against the clock in differing 
conditions.  It’s also a chance to get some pointers 
from our veteran racers and practice starting in real 
racing conditions.  Registration is free to NNYP 
members and $10 for non-members (first time is free). 

The weekly time trials have become something of a 
regional draw, bringing good paddlers from Virginia, 
New Jersey, North Carolina, Long Island, and even 
Albany.  However, anything that can float and be 
human propelled will find a class to win at the time 
trials, just check the Thurs Gazette for results.  For 
more information contact Alec Davis at 399-1435 or 
alecdavis@earthlink.net. The Greiners and Alec Davis 
 

Help Wanted 
The club canoes at the clubhouse are in desperate 
need of some wood refinishing.  Call Anna (489-5092) 
to help or just do it yourself this summer.  Thanks 
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 Battenkill Canoe/Kayak Trip Sun July 20 
SWC/NNYP and the Sch’dy Chapter of the ADK, 

has a trip paddling the Battenkill in Washington 
County. This is the trip the late Betty Lou Bailey co-
lead for many years. The trip starts at the County 
Route 64 bridge about a mile south (upstream) from 
Shoshan. This delightful clear-flowing trout stream 
makes a scenic & fun trip especially with sunny 
summer weather.  

Paddlers need enough skills to negotiate the class 
I stream and be able to back-paddle and land quickly 
in case of snags or downed trees. We plan to leave at 
10 AM at the bridge above Shoshan.  Pack a lunch 
since we will stop to eat and swim.  Take-out is at the 
Meadow Camp on Skelley Road and help consume a 
watermelon. Contact Lat Schmidt (372-2915) to sign 
up or for information. glschmidt17@yahoo.com 
 

Paddling on the Kunjamuck, Sun, July 6 
Join Terry and Geoff for a leisurely paddle on this 
beautiful and winding stream, located near Speculator, 
New York.  Call them at 435-1704 for meeting time 
and place.  We will limit the number of boats to ten, so 
call early to let us know you are coming.   

For Sale   
KAYAK. 
Northwest Seascape Explorer.  18 ft. Two person closed 
cockpit rotomolded plastic. Used very little. Asking $1,200. 
Call 356-7834 after 5:00 pm.  Thanks, Warren Burton 
 

LIGHWEIGHT CANOE. 
New 17 ft "Miller" fiberglass and wood (cherry and ash) 
canoe for sale. Latest light weight design, 41 pounds, with 
built in carrying yoke, caned seats and attractive finish. 
$1200 Nelson Miller 798-6475 

 

Club Canoe Availability 
Remember that we (SWC/NNYP) have canoes, 
paddles, PFD’s, and one kayak for use by members: 

 

18’ 6” Wenonah CC   18’ 6” Lincoln CC   18’ 6” Sawyer CC     
18’ 5” Alumicraft        12” Acadia Kayak  
These boats may be borrowed by Club members for 

a $5/day, $25/week donation.  They are located at 
Uncle Donnie Patneaude’s house at 741 River Road, 
Lower Rotterdam Junction (about 0.3 mile from the 
Kiwanis boat launch.  518-887-5483). 

There are also four canoes for members who are up 
at the Clubhouse, but no fair using them on Nosedive!  

 

YOUR Dues are Due Now 
That means YOU, not your neighbor on the right side 
who you havent spoken two in 8 years.  The 
NNYP/SWC fiscal year runs from June to May so now 
is the time to check how solvent your checking account 
is and send the check in before we check you off the 
check list. 

Keep The News Coming 
Come on, you haven’t even begun to touch the 

surface of the pile of depravity and slime that’s in front 
of you.  We don’t ask for verification!   

Water sport write-ups, photos, jokes, stories, etc. 
or activities that might interest the group (like hiking, 
theater, etc) are fine.  Send to Allan Foster: 
adfos@aol.com, 379 McCormack Rd, Albany, NY 
12208, by the 12th of month.  Put NNYP, SWC or 
Blade in the email subject title line so I don’t Spam 
you, and pictures should be less than 100Kb. 
 

Some Thoughts On This Year’s 70 Miler 
Starting at 7am is definitely nicer than 6:00.  Kim 

and I decided to try doing the “70” in the amateur class 
this year instead of stock.  We were warned that the 
waves at the start were unbelievably high and difficult, 
but they were no worse than dealing with powerboat 
wakes on a windy day on the Mohawk River.  The 
upper section of the Susquehanna was as clear as we 
have seen it.  We were able to run it clean, not even 
once having to fight for passage through narrow spots 
or deadfalls.  The releases at the Cooperstown and 
Goodyear Lake dams made the going easier. 

Many men’s and mixed teams that we beat into the 
river were able to pass us in the upper reaches.  Our 
combined weight makes the shallow water that much 
more difficult for us.  When we reached Milford, we 
had a good pit stop, thanks to Sue and Marshal 
Knapik.  For the next several miles, the deep water 
allowed us to get our speed up and pass many of 
those same boats that we yielded to earlier. 

After Oneonta, the water level was again low, with 
many drops and some exciting white water.  We 
negotiated a difficult chute only to be overturned by a 
mostly submerged stump.  While we floated, waiting 
for the bottom to come up, a pack of pros, as well as 
our competition went sailing by.  And so the day went.  
We would catch and pass some boats in the deeper 
stretches only to ground out on a gravel shoal and be 
passed once again.  Several times, I thought about 
pulling out.  I don’t know why we didn’t. This was not 
our race.  Kim never mentioned quitting. 

This was the most difficult canoe race I have ever 
been in.  Many people said they had never seen the 
water this low.  I haven’t had the courage to look at the 
bottom of the boat, yet.  It has only been a day and a 
half since we got out of it.  It was great to see so many 
of our NNYP crew along the way, either helping out 
racers as pit crews or cheering and yelling from the 
shores and bridges.  We appreciated the help getting 
the boat out of the water and onto the car.  It’s nice to 
have friends.  Will we do it again?  Not at this low 
water level!                Ed Greiner 
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STATEWIDE EVENTS/RACES 
A summary of most of the post June races run in New 
York State, and done under the watchful eye of the 
New York Marathon Canoe Racing Association, is 
shown below.  It is an exciting calendar with some new 
events and some changes to long-standing ones. 

If you race canoes or kayaks in New York State, 
you should probably join NYMCRA.  It is a dynamic 
group, promoting friendly competition and fitness on 
the water.  Find out more at www.nymcra.org.   

You can find the whole list at nymcra.org or 
macscanoe.com.  So, if you think that there isn’t much 
canoe/kayak racing going on, take a look at this: 
 

Until  Sept 17.  Every Wed evening 
Time Trials  Rexford  NY  
Alec Davis  518 399 1435  
alecdavis@earthlink.net 
 

July 12 – 13,  Sat. - Sun 
Electric City Regatta NYMCRA Fundraiser Event 
Rotterdam Jct, NY, NYMCRA Points and NYMCRA C2 Pro Points  
Ed Greiner518-875-6497 
eleccityrace@yahoo.com  or  www.eleccityrace.org 
 

July 19, Saturday 
14th Saranac Flatwater Challenge, Plattsburgh, NY 
Gordy Santor and Bob Rusnak 518 563 3229 and 518 643 0465 
adkrover@charter.net 
 

July 26, Sat. 
Empire State Games, Masters Division, Hickories Park, Owego, 
NY   Pre-registration required before 2 July08 
Jan Whitaker,  585 292 6107 janwhitaker@hotmail.com  or  
http://www.empirestategames.org/summer/ 
 

July 26 - 27,  Sat - Sun. 
Classique de l'Estrie, Sherbrooke-Magog, CA 
$10,000-$15,000 in cash prizes 
 

Aug 3.  Sun 
St. Regis Canoe Classic, Paul Smiths, NY 
Jim Tucker,  Paul Smiths College  tuckerj@paulsmiths.edu 
Paul Smiths NY 12970   518 327 6389,  518 327 6150 (Fax)  
 

Aug 5 – 10, Tues - Sun 
USCA Nationals, Elkhart County, IN   www.uscanoe.com 
 

Aug 10 ,  Sun. 
AWA 30 Mile Marathon to Tupper Lake, Upper Saranac Lake, NY 
Brian & Grace McDonnell  518 891 2744  (AWA race hotline) 
macadk@northnet.org or www.macscanoe.com 
 

Aug 10, Sun 
Classique de la LeLievre,  Mont-Laurier, Que 
 

Aug 16, Sat 
Newcomb North Country Challenge, Newcomb, NY 
NYS Championship Race , NYMCRA Points 
R.F. Smith, John Jackson, Joanna Donk 
randenew@capital.net, almasden@capital.net  
joailie@frontiernet.net 
 

Aug 23, Sat 
Remington ll       Rensselaer Falls, NY to Heuvelton, NY 
Cathy Giglio315 379 9135 
cgiglio1@peoplepc.com or http://www.slvpaddlers.org/ 
 

Aug 23,  Sat 
Wendake, Quebec 
 

Aug 24,  Sun 
Bear Mountain Challenge – Kayak Training Series 
Foundry Dock Park, Cold Springs, NY     NYMCRA Points 
Ray Fusco,  845 440 3127 
info@nymayorscup.com  or  www.nymayorscup.com 
 

Aug 29  -  Sept 2,  Fri - Tues 
Classique international de la mauricie 
LaTuque, Trois-Rivieres, Quebec      $45,000 in prize money 
 

Sept 5 – 7, Fri - Sun 
26th Annual Adirondack Canoe Classic,  Old Forge, NY 
Brian & Grace McDonnell    518 891 2744  (AWA race hotline) 
macadk@northnet.org  or  www.macscanoe.com 
 

Sept 13, Sat 
12th Annual Rochester River Challenge,   Rochester, NY 
Jan Whitaker585 292 6107 
janwhitaker@frontiernet.net or  www.adaptivecanoeing.org 
 

Sept 14, Sun 
30th Annual Great Josh Billings Run Aground Triathlon 
Lenox, MA     Patty Spector, 413 637 6913 
patty@joshbillings.com  or  www.joshbillings.com 
 

Sept 27,  Sat 
Long Lake Long Boat Regatta,  Long Lake, NY 
Brian & Grace McDonnell     518 891 2744  (AWA race hotline) 
macadk@northnet.org or www.macscanoe.com 
 

Sept 27 – 28,  Sun 
USCA Aluminum Nationals    Colorado River, Bastrop, TX 
Pete Binion979 218 4947    pbinion@txcyber.com  or   
http://www.txcanoeracing.org/AluminumNationals.html 
 

Sept 28,  Sun 
Classique de l’outaouais 
Cantley, Quebec       $5,000 in prize money 
 

Sept 28,  Sun 
Grafton Lakes Barge Chaser, Grafton Lakes State Park, NY 
Sue (Brisley) Knapik  518 843 8133 
coitsbb@omh.state.ny.us 
 

Oct 4, Sat 
Irma Sagazie Esopus Creek Safari, Saugerties, NY 
Kelly Meyers     845 247 9664 
yakracer@hotmail.com  or  www.atkenco.com 
 

Oct 12, Sun 
Mayors Cup New York City Kayak Championships  
North Cove Marina, NYC, NY  Ray Fusco,  845 440 3127 
info@nymayorscup.com  or  www.nymayorscup.com 

 

 
Sue Knapik & Jessica Lutz at the 70-miler Start  
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Conservation 
   Report 

by Henri T. Plant - 
 Conservation Chair 
 

Just below where the Mississippi River empties into 
the Gulf of Mexico there is a dead zone where there 
is very little oxygen in the water. It is larger than the 
state of Connecticut. And it is getting larger!  
Essentially no animal life can exist there from late 
spring to early fall. This used to be a vibrant area for 
a myriad of sea creatures. What is the cause of this 
environmental catastrophe? Poor farming practices.   
 

There are 31 states in the Mississippi River Basin and 
all contribute farm run off chemicals that provide 
nitrogen and phosphorous (mostly from manure) 
fertilizers. Each state contributes its share as the river 
goes down to the Gulf of Mexico. All of this huge 
fertilizer lode is dumped into the Gulf and causes  
huge "blooms" of  algae which eventually die. Then 
the bacteria go to work decomposing the dead algae. 
In doing so do they deplete just about all the oxygen 
in the water. All the creatures not able to swim away 
fast enough die. This has been going on for over 20 
years but no action has been taken. Actually 75% of 
this run off comes from only 9 of the 31 states of the 
31 states in the Mississippi Basin. Finally, the powers 
that be are considering trying to reduce the run off 
from along the river and its tributaries.  Always too 
late! 
 

Another example of gross incompetence is the 
Federal Management Agency (FEMA) temporary 
housing for the victims of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita 
in 2005. Piles of trailers were frantically purchased to 
house them. Problems with health started to come in 
almost immediately but FEMA did not take them 
seriously. Now three years later the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention finally did some 
investigation.  It has found formaldehyde from the 
binder used to bond the particle board used in the 
trailer’s construction is five times higher than what 
people are exposed to in their normal lives. Long term 
exposure to formaldehyde can cause all kinds of lung 
problems as well as cancer. So now FEMA is 

scrambling to find some other kind of housing for 
about 38,000 families who used the trailers. These 
families have had enough troubles already, but now 
have to have their lives disrupted once again. 
 
 
 
 
 
Please call the trip leader in advance , since weather and other 
factors may cause a change in date, meeting place or location of 
the trip. Please, no pets on any hike as a courtesy to others. This 
is a volunteer organization and with any activity there is a 
presumption of risk. Each participant is responsible for his or her 
own safety. Bring ample food and water, dress appropriately and 
have a wonderful time.  Hike leaders please send your reports to: 
Cecilia A. MacDonald   260 Sever Road   Delanson, NY  12053 
 
 

Sunday, July 6  - Margaret Parks will lead a bike hike 
from SCCC to Pattersonville. There is a store so 
you'll be able to get water or…. Call Margaret at 
785-8267 for sign-up and meet at 10:30 in the 
SCCC parking lot near the ball field.  

 

Sunday, July 12  - Ron Neadle will lead a biking hike 
near Round Lake if the path is complete, or on the 
Ballston Lake trail. Call Ron 875-6008. Meet at the 
garden center of the old KMART on Rt. 50 at 9:30. 

 

Sunday, July 20 - Cecilia MacDonald will lead a hike 
up Sleeping Beauty Mountain at Lake George. This 
is a fairly easy climb. Meet at garden center of the 
old KMART on Rt. 50 at 10:00. Call Cecilia at 872-
0823 for sign-up. 

 

Join Hasna Kaddo  in climbing Mt. Marcy. Call her at 
370-0439 for information. 

 
Weekdays  during the summer Henri Plant will lead 

easy hikes locally, depending on weather and 
leader's energy level. Call Henri at 393-7936 for 
information. 

 

TripTales 
 
June 8 -  Three bikers rode 8 miles from Glens Falls 
to Lake George, ate lunch, enjoyed the town, then 
returned. They had a great day. PS, it did not storm 
up there.      Joe Nicolella
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Bike Ride Schedule 
 

July 3   Don Patneaude  Kiwanis Park 
July 10 Gina & Bill Kornrumpf Rotterdam 
July 17 Carol Hamblin & Bob Miller 
Altamont 
July 24 Allen Vollmer Clifton Park 
July 31 Pat & Paul Kurowski Glenville 
Aug 7 Celia & Bernie Mansbach Glenville 
August 14 Mary MacDonald Clifton Park 
 

The mechanics of participating are simple.  Call 
the host to let them know you are coming so they 
can plan refreshments.  Allow enough time to arrive 
by 6:15 PM.  Rides begin at 6:30 SHARP.  If you 
need a hand with your bike (air in tires, adjustments) 
get there even earlier and someone will be happy to 
help you.  A helmet is required. 

The rides are usually divided into longer  for the 
experienced and shorter  (less hilly) for the more 
novice riders. The host provides route maps, and 
refreshments after the ride, (like soda, beer, snacks, 
and pizza.)  It is customary that each participant 
contributes $6.00  towards the host’s expenses. 
 

Directions to Rides/ Host Homes  
 

July 3   Don Patneaude Kiwanis Park,   
(No need to call Don to say you are coming) 
Don will host a ride from the Kiwanis Park & Boat 
Launch on Route 5S in Rotterdam Junction.  From 
Sch’dy , take I-890 West to Exit 1A – West (Route 5S 
West), for about 1/2 mile and look for the Kiwanis 
Park sign on the right.  Drive across the bike path 
(watch for bikers!) and enter the lower parking lot. 
From Albany , take Thruway to Exit 26.  Take the I-
890 West exit (straight ahead) and then the Exit 1A-
West to Route 5-S.  The Park is just off the exit ramp 
on the right. The after ride festivities will be held at 
the park in the picnic pavilion.  This location offers 
biking, roller bladeing and boating so bring your other 
recreational equipment and come early. 
 

July 10  Gina & Bill Kornrumpf 
   335 Terrace Rd., Rotterdam      370-4017 
The ride will be uphill on the Tomlinson training 
ride or down hill to the bike path. 
From Schenectady, take I-890 West to the 
Campbell Rd exit (2A).  Follow Campbell Rd. to 
the Rotterdam Mall, turn right at light onto 
Putnam Rd.  Follow Putnam Rd. up hill across 
railroad tracks, turn right first road past railroad 
tracks (the sign says West Hill), follow road to the 
left and their house is the sixth on the left. 
From Albany, take the Thruway to exit 25 and 
follow I-890 West past the GE main plant to the 
Campbell Rd. exit. Then follow instructions 
above. 

July 17  Carol Hamblin & Bob Miller 
        6314 Hawes Road, Altamont  861-6034 

Coming from Schenectady , go south on 
Broadway from State St., turning left on to 
Guilderland Ave and the "Y" just beyond the 
Campbell Ave. intersection.  Continue south past 
Curry Rd (Rt.7), where Guilderland Ave. 
becomes Rt.158.  Two miles beyond the traffic 
light at Rt.20 intersection, turn right on Rt.146, 
toward Altamont.  Go ¼ mile to the top of the hill 
and turn left on Hawes Rd. (by a cemetery).  It is 
the 7th house on the left.  

From the Northway, continue past the 
Crossgates Mall off-ramp, to the "T" intersection 
at Western Avenue (Route 20). Turn right and 
proceed west 5 miles to Route 146, where there 
is a Stewarts Shop and signs to Altamont. Turn 
left on Route 146 west. Continue on 146 through 
Guilderland Center and past the intersection of 
Route 158 (where there is a prominent hardware 
store on the corner) and ¼ mile on up the hill to 
Hawes Road, as above. 
 

July 24 - Allen & Barbara Vollmer 
        30 Leonardo Dr., Clifton Park  383-0341 
Northway , take exit 10. Go West short distance 
and left onto Pierce Rd. Pierce Road to the end, 
cross Kinn's Road and continue straight on Twilight 
Drive to the end. Turn right onto Appletree, go one 
block and turn left onto Leonardo Drive.   
From Schenectady , From Rt 146, turn left at 
146A.  Continue on 146A for a few miles and turn 
right onto Kinns Road. At Country Knolls South 
entrance, turn right onto Twilight Drive. Follow 
directions above on Twilight. 
 

July 31   PAT EVANS & PAUL KUROWSKI  
      343 Saratoga Road, Scotia      384-3425  

From Scotia  take Route 50 north (Saratoga 
Road), for 3+ miles.  Pass the Hannaford and 
Price Chopper Plazas and the Community 
Church driveway on your left, go past one more 
driveway and ours is the third - with the 
reflectors. There is a long curved driveway and a 
small brick house. 

If going south on Route 50, look for Lee 
Street. Fourth driveway on right after Lee Street, 
with the reflectors and after the fir trees. It is the 
one at the break in the guardrail. 
From Northway Exit 9  (Clifton Park) go west on 
Rt. 146 for about 8 miles. Go straight at traffic 
light onto Glenridge Road (do not make left at 
light on 146) when you reach Route 50 (Saratoga 
Road), turn right (north) and go another 1/2 mile - 
look for #343 (see details above, "From Scotia"). 5
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August 7  Celia & Bernie Mansbach 393-3475 
 3 Deerfield Place, Scotia  

Enter Scotia via the Western Gateway Bridge 
from Schenectady (Rt 5). Turn right at Rt 50. 
After 1.5 miles, turn left onto Swaggertown Rd. 
Take first left at Horstman Dr. and then 4th right 
onto Glenview Dr, then 2nd left onto Deerfield 
Place. House is #3, Grey ranch towards end of 
the street. 
 

August 14  Mary MacDonald  371-1293 
27 Woodside Drive, Clifton Park 

From Schenectady: Cross Mohawk River on RT 
146 at Rexford Bridge, Right at top of hill onto 
Riverview Road, Left onto Grooms Road, Right 
onto Moe Road at light, Right onto Woodside 
Drive.  27 is the last townhouse on the Right.  
From South on I-87 exit at Exit 8 Left at top of 
ramp, West on Crescent Road, Right on Moe 
Road, Left on Woodside Drive. 
From North on I-87 exit at Exit 8A, Right at top of 
ramp onto Grooms Road, Left at light on Moe 
Road, Right on Woodside Drive. 

SPRING FLING WEEKEND Report by Anna 
Dugan 

With five other pairs of experienced canoeists, 
Nancy, Bob T, and I in the middle made a fine motley 
trio to join Ed Miller's Spring Fling paddle on the 
Green River Reservoir.  And, wasn't it wonderful to 
experience spring in Vermont again?  The water was 
clear and the sky a bright blue.  So many shades of 
green rivaled even the fair isle of Ireland, and that's 
no "blarney"!  With a dismal weather forecast, the 71 
to 78 degree days were much appreciated surprise! 

Speaking of surprises, I'm pretty sure most of us 
agreed that we saw the largest loon ever.  This guy 
(or gal?) was the size of a large turkey.  Honest.  
Several other loons were the usual size, but this one 
is memorable for it bulbous body.  Unidentified so far 
(and, yes, I did check the Field Guide) was a water 
fowl with a rust-colored crest and gray body, which 
allowed us to paddle close, but none could be sure of 
its positive ID; probably the kingfish family--if anyone 
recognizes that description please inform for the next 
publication.  We'd all like to know. So, to sum up the 
day, it was fantastic and the following evening's 
festivities were a real surprise. 

Caught totally unaware, Jean Burton's plan to 
retire in about two weeks was celebrated in fine style: 
Warren managed to sneak in some delicious pink 
champagne, a large chocolate cake with photos and 
congratulations atop, as well as colorful signs.  Folks 
brought goodies to share before Ed's delicious stir-fry 
dinner, which was enjoyed after much gregarious 
camaraderie and congratulations to Jeannie!  (Great 
card game, by the way, Jean--you're the best)! 

Now, both Friday and Saturday, I would just like to 
know WHO put the peas under my mattress?  :-( 
Most peculiar.  Sunday I managed to wake even 
though those peas…. well, Sunday brought more 
sunshine and paddling on the Waterbury Reservoir, 
where age-old concretians were uncovered from 
below the soggy clay cliffs.  Those who culled a 
batch, please bring some to show and tell. They're so 
interesting. 

Beavers remain at work at the rapidly flowing 
Moss Glen Falls.  Another bird sighting in need of 
identification --large black, like a crow (probably a 
crow but thicker wings) with a bluish hue, soared so 
quickly and swiftly like a rapid swoop, through the 
Falls gorge--breathtaking!  Oh, and a Braun's Holly 
Fern was seen in an unexpected area at the 
Waterbury Res.  Nan plans to notify the appropriate 
botanical folks. 
So, there were many unexpected pleasures all 
around on this Spring Fling weekend.  Thanks to Ed 
and all who came for yet another Fabulous Fling.  
Here's to many more such trips and to enjoying your 
remaining springtime. 

08 Spring Flingers ready to paddle 

Riders ready to start at the Geoff & Terry Ride 
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ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS  

SWC, PO 228                        
Schenectady, NY 12301                 7/1/08 
Club House Phone  (802) 244-8918 
SWC INFO Hotline (518) 370-0304 
 

A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION  

Phone numbers in the Ski Chatter are in the 518 area code unless otherwise noted.   WEB Site: www.swc-nnyp.org 

75th Anniversary Party Maple Ski Ridge 
Saturday August 23 

The official 75th SWC anniversary party is on Sat 
Aug 23 .  We could not think of a more fitting place to 
celebrate the birth of our Club than Maple Ski Ridge  
where many members and their families have learned 
to ski.  There will be more details in the following 
Chatter/Blades but mark your calendar now.  We are 
inviting all the “Old Timers” who were members in the 
past and might want to catch up on their long time 
friends and present members.  We will be digging out 
old videos, movies and other club memorabilia for the 
program that will follow dinner.   

The party will start at 2:00 PM with an afternoon 
of fun and games on the lawn mixed in with hors 
D’Oeuvres, liquid refreshments.  We have volleyball, 
room for a soccer game for those with real knees, 
horseshoes, lawn rolling for the younger folks and 
maybe some lawn skiing depending on the weather 
and grass conditions.  

Dinner will be around 6:00 PM with a sit down 
barbeque catered by Maple Ski Ridge featuring 
chicken and maybe some ribs if all goes well.  SWC 
will be supplying the liquid refreshment both soft and 
of the kegger variety.  The cutting of the birthday cake 
and program will follow after dinner. 

The all-inclusive price is $25 per adult,  $12.50 
per youth (6-18) and free for those under 6.   

Please send in your reservation form as soon as 
possible so we can get a number for MSR and the 
food.  Mail your form and check to Jan Elliott at 494 
Wemple Rd, Sch’dy, NY 12306  phone 355-8319. 
 
 

BATTENKILL CANOE/KAYAK Sun 7/20 
SWC/NNYP jointly with the Schenectady Chapter 

of the ADK has a trip paddling the Battenkill in 
Washington County NE of the Capital District. This is 
the trip the late Betty Lou Bailey co-lead for many 
years. See the details in the Blade. 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
July 20       Canoe/Kayak the Battenkill 
July 25 27   Luau at the Clubhouse with Anna & Sophie 
August 8-10  Biking weekend at the Clubhouse  
August 23   75th Anniversary Party at Maple Ski Ridge 
Sept 4     First Meeting of the 08-09 Season 
 

Luau in Vermont July 25-27 
The Stowe  Arts and Crafts Festival  is July 25 

27, which will be a great weekend for a Vermont 
Luau!   Sophie Leary and Anna Dugan  are hosting  
this popular event.  Reserve early because last year it 
was a full house!  Not only do you get to savor the 
Luau food, there will be hikes, biking and paddling for 
all abilities and desires.  Give Anna a call on 489-
5092 to make your reservation now.  

 

Antique & Classic Car Show & 
Biking at the Clubhouse Aug 8-10  

August 8-10 is the annual Stowe Antique & Classic 
Car show and the third annual SWC bike weekend at 
the Clubhouse.  It’s a great weekend to visit the 
covered bridges, the countryside and waterfalls as 
well. Try out your photography skills!  Walt Kangas 
will be hosting and leading the biking outings and will 
give you hints about other activities if you don’t want 
to spend that much time on a bicycle.  We have 
canoes for use in the reservoir and there are many 
hikes from really easy along the Stowe bike/hike path 
to more challenging up one of the local mountains.  
Give him a call on 370-5136 to reserve your spot as 
the Clubhouse fills fast for this weekend.  
 
 

Thursday Biking Warming up 
It’s finally starting to feel like summer-- no more 

riding in our fleece every Thursday night.  We’re six 
weeks into our season and we haven’t been rained 
out once either.  Remember this when the skies are 
threatening and you’re debating whether or not you 
should load your bike in the car.  Thanks to our most 
recent hosts Nancy Hauenstein, Dorie Valenti, and 
Terry Tamer and Geoff Moore for a variety of terrain 
and all the hospitality. 

Come and join us for some exercise, socializing 
and food, no matter what your bicycling level may be.  
See the schedule and directions in the Chatter. 

We still need a host for August 21st.  Please call 
Gina Kornrumpf at 370-4017 if you’d like to volunteer. 
 
 

 

Mia culpa:  The editor regrets that he misspelled 
Rosemary Boyling’s name last month.  
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President's Corner:  by Bill Schaefer 
Is SWC news now a mainstream popular news 

topic?  I was at a public function at the Association for 
the Protection of the Adirondacks (AFPA) last night 
and was surprised at how “mainstream news” we are. 
Yes – newsworthy. Since this was a public event, 
these discussions had nothing to do with the AFPA 
now being the archive home of our records. One 
discussion I overheard was about early North Creek 
skiing and the first rope tows. One fellow told us there 
was an excellent history of skiing on the SWC 
website and that anyone interested in skiing history 
should not miss reading it. (Thank you Ed and Dorie! 
– your work is educating the public) In another 
conversation was a local historian telling others that 
the MVHC had just joined memberships with the 
SWC-NNYP.  Again this being a history event, it is 
more and more apparent how this club shaped many 
local histories. Now, if I could just get al of these folks 
to become members. 

 

On another note, I am sure nobody is getting used 
to $ 4:00 plus gas. So what are active people to do? 
We certainly do not want to stay home and do yard 
work. We really do not want to give up our sports. As 
a person who’s job it is to worry about all of this for 
you, I have some answers. The first and hardest 
aspect is to put the gas price into perspective, or least 
a new perspective. That is to use other significant 
savings measures to offset the gas cost.   

How so?  This summer and fall, do not forget that 
you use the clubhouse in VT for costs comparable to 
camping. There is an excellent beach on the 
Waterbury Reservoir in walking distance. This one 
tank round trip with negligible summer clubhouse 
rates, your own cooking makes a summer getaway 
ultra affordable.  Don’t forget the gas in VT is always 
cheaper than it is in NY.  

Come this winter we will again have Ski Council 
Days. These are deep discounts offered by the 
mountains to our local ski clubs.  As long as you are a 
member, you will ski as much as ¼ of normal costs. It 
is not uncommon to see mountains with $80 lift 
tickets give the council $20 tickets.  Again, the best 
deals are around your clubhouse at Stowe.  Along 
with our bargain lodging, mountains such as Mad 
River Glen charge $25 dollars for a midweek ticket 
and we will once again have our Jay Peak offering 
which was $35 dollars this past year.   

The take away message here is that we can 
always figure out a way to keep the activities 
affordable. The club has been doing just that for 75 
years. Stick around and we’ll keep figuring it out.  
Your membership is your best investment.  

During the summer, the clubhouse is your center 
for watersports, biking and hiking, check this web site 
to see the Waterbury Reservoir. 
http://www.vtstateparks.com/htm/waterbury.cfm 

Clubhouse Corner:  
Summer Season Happenings 

Our extra Clubhouse Days last spring and 
summer were very successful!  There was a 100% 
increase in events over the year before!  Best of all, 
members enjoyed Vermont 100% more!  Some of the 
activities will be repeated; however we are creating 
more weekends this year with the help of volunteer 
hosts and activity directors. 

How about attending the Hot Air Balloon 
Festival July 11-13  and bike or paddle during the 
day!  Interested in hosting?  

The Arts and Crafts Festival  is July 25 – 27 , 
which will be a great weekend for a Vermont Luau!   
Sophie Leary and Anna Dugan  have offered to host 
this popular event.  Reserve early because last year it 
was a full house!  Not only do you get to savor the 
Luau food, there will be hikes, biking and paddling for 
all abilities and desires. 

August 8 -10 is Antique & Classic Car  
weekend.  It’s a great weekend to visit the covered 
bridges, the countryside and waterfalls as well. Try 
out your photography skills!  Walt Kangas will be 
hosting and leading the biking outing .  

 

Please call Ray Asselin, 355-1882, if you are 
interested in hosting or organizing any weekends.   
Kathy Perrego is the keeper of the calendar.  She’ll 
make sure that nothing is double booked and the 
events are spaced out.  Remember, you don’t have to 
have a host to make your Clubhouse stay a success.  
Just read the instructions for the heating system and 
treat the house like your own and leave it cleaner when 
you leave than when you arrived.  

 
 

Notice of group Clubhouse Use 
It is the policy of the Clubhouse to let you know 

when there will be moderate sized groups at the 
Clubhouse during the summer.  You need to let Walt 
Kangas (370-5136) know if you plan on hosting a 
summer group so we can get it in the Chatter. 

 
 

The Stowe Express 
Would you like to Carpool to the Clubhouse? If 

you do, tell us if you want to ride, to drive, or either. 
We’ll put your names in the Chatter so you may 
contact each other. This will just be a posting in the 
newsletter; it will be up to you to make your 
arrangements. Send Carpool interests to Bill 
Schaefer – wschaef1@nycap.rr.com.  Remember, 
any time you reserve a place for one of the weekend 
events, the host will have a list of attendees for car-
pooling. 
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Names and Numbers to Remember 

Board of Directors: 
Bill Schaefer, Pres H 370-0229 
Pete Weykamp, VP Administration H 785-6433 
Anna Dugan, VP Nordic H 489-5092 
Kathy Perrego, VP Activities  H 869-1155 
Dorie Valenti, VP-Alpine H 334-0652 
Anna Dugan NNYP President H 489-5092 
Lat Schmidt, Secretary,  H 372-2915 
Ray Asselin, Treasurer H 355-1882 
Walt Kangas, Clubhouse Director  H 370-5136 
Tony Dorangrichia, At Large H 435-9981 
Rich Vanderwood, At Large H 368-1149 
John Rack                                            H- 
Jon Skalwold, Past Pres. H 382-8458 
Others: 
Jean Burton, Membership  H 872-2333 
Gina Kornrumpf Bike coordinator H 370-4017 
Bill Kornrumpf, Chatter Editor & H 370-4017 
        Clubhouse Facilities  wkornrumpf@ieee.org  
Allan Foster Blade Editor adfos@aol.com H 438-5540 
Dorie Valenti Webmaster doriev@verizon.net  

Clubhouse at Waterbury Center 802-244-8918 
 

Change Of Address Notices 
Change of Address notices should be sent to: Jean 
Burton, wburton2@nycap.rr.com or PO 46, 
Gallupville, NY 12073.  Do not send to the editors, or 
the Club PO Box, they will get lost. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
SWC Logo Fitness Fleece 
Would you like a fine souvenir of the 75th 

Anniversary Party?  We are taking orders for SWC 
monogrammed fleeces.  They are great for hanging 
around or use as a layer in your ski outfit.  This year 
we have several colors.  For men: Black, Deep Red, 
Bottle Blue, Graphite, and Night (navy blue).  For 
women: Black, Deep Red, Dark Plum, Green Tea, 
Ivory, Sea Blue, and Slate Teal.   Cost is $40 and 
includes a small fund raising contribution to SWC.  
Call Walt Kangas (370-5136) with your size and color 
selection. 

 

What's Happening at Stowe?  
A great website to find out what's happening in 

Stowe at any time is www.gostowe.com then at the 
top center of the page, click on "THINGS TO DO".  
You'll find all kinds of fun things to do as you plan 
your year round outings. 
 

YOUR Dues are Due Now 
That means YOU, not your neighbor on the right 

side who you havent spoken two in 8 years.  The 
Club fiscal year runs from June to May so now is the 
time to check how solvent your checking account is 
and send the check in before we check you off the 
check list. 

�� �� ����	
�	��
����������
�
�	�
What: A gathering of all the faithful and their friends from Years Past (and present) 
When: Saturday August 23rd from 2 PM till when ever 
Where: Maple Ski Ridge ski area on Rt 159 West of Schenectady 
How much: $25 for adults, $12.50 for children 6 to 12 and free for those under 6 
 
Attendees Names                                      Address                                     Phone                  Amount: 
 
__________________________________    _______________________   ___________   ______ 
 
__________________________________    _______________________   ___________   ______ 
 
__________________________________    _______________________   ___________   ______ 
 
__________________________________    _______________________   ___________   ______ 
 
__________________________________    _______________________   ___________   ______ 
 
Please mail your reply and a check to:                                                                           Total   ______ 
Jan Elliott 
494 Wemple Road 
Schenectady, NY 12306 

9



S
chenectady W

intersports C
lub 

N
orthern N

ew
 Y

ork P
addlers  

P
O

 B
ox 228 

S
chenectady N

ew
 Y

ork 12301 

F
irst C

lass M
ail 

 U
.S

. P
ostage 

  P
aid 

 A
lbany, N

Y
 

 P
erm

it #370
 

 

Membership Application    2008-09  
June 1, 2007 to May 31, 2008  

Schenectady Wintersports Club & Northern New York Paddlers 
PO Box 228,   Schenectady NY, 12301 

 
Name
 _____________________________________________ 
Age Group   18-29 •     30-39 •      40-55 •      56-69 •      70+ •  
 
Address________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ZIP____________ 
Phone _________________ E-Mail__________________________ 
 
New Member ( )   Renewal ( )     $20 individual ( )     $30 Family ( ) 
 
For Family Membership, please indicate 
 
Name of Spouse_______________________________________ 
Age Group   18-29 •     30-39 •      40-55 •      56-69 •      70+ •  
 
Names and Ages of Junior Members______________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
To qualify for family membership, children must be under 18 or 18 
and still in High School. 
 
Please indicate your Activity interests.  Check as many as 
applicable; 
Alpine Skiing ( )        X-C Skiing ( )     Paddling ( )  Biking ( )     
Hiking ( )    Ski Trips Western US, Canada, Europe ( )  
 Ski Racing ( )   Wilderness/canoe camping ( )   Canoe Racing ( ) 
Other 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Interest in Club administration? If so what areas  
______________________________________________ 
 
Interest in working with the NY Capital District Ski Council  ( ) 
 
Comments __________________________________________ 
 
 

Make check payable to SWC and mail with the completed 
application to SWC, PO Box 228, Schenectady NY, 12301 

 
. 
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