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ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS  

SWC, PO 228                        
Schenectady, NY 12301                 9/1/08 
Club House Phone  (802) 244-8918 
SWC INFO Hotline (518) 370-0304 
 

A SCHENECTADY WINTERSPORTS CLUB PUBLICATION  

Phone numbers in the Ski Chatter are in the 518 area code unless otherwise noted.   WEB Site: www.swc-nnyp.org 

Club Meetings Starting Sept 4! 
The first meeting will be the Club centric fall get 

together with your SWC friends.  Meet the new 
Board members, hear about the improvements to the 
Clubhouse, find out what direction the Club is going, 
and the latest news.  We’ll have time to hear about 
plans for winter activities!  Dorie Valenti is currently 
forming the BEST race team in the area!  Shall we 
party at Grafton Park and Maple Ski Ridge this 
winter?  Discuss ideas to have fun at the Clubhouse?  
Discount tickets to Stowe as well as Jay Peak.  
What’s it all about?  This is a meeting you will not 
want to miss!  It’s a great opportunity to voice your 
opinions, give suggestions, see friends you haven’t 
seen in the summer and ask questions.  Meetings 
are at the Ancient Order of the Hibernian Hall, 
1748 State Street in Schenectady . We have a 
spacious meeting room and generous parking (You 
can park in the Bowling Alley parking lot).  And, the 
liquid refreshment cost is very reasonable. 

There is a social session from 7:00 to 7:30 
where you can catch up on what is happening in 
the Club while the formal meeting starts at 7:30. 

Ancient Order of Hibernians 1748 State St . is just 
east of Rt 7 (the Cross town) in uptown Schenectady.  
To find the Ancient Order of Hibernians  take State 
Street toward Albany.  It is on the right side 
approximately 4 ½ blocks past the Rt 7 overpass.  If 
coming from the Thruway take I-890 to Rt 7 East and 
exit at State Street (Rt 5).  Turn right at the top of the 
ramp and go East 4 ½ blocks.  From the Troy 
direction, take Rt. 7 all the way to State Street (Rt 5) 
and turn left at the top of the ramp and go 4 ½ blocks 
to 1748 State St. on the right. 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Sept 4     First Meeting of the 08-09 Season 
Sept 14-19 Adirondack paddling week 
Sept 18  Meeting  New Ski Equipment by Goldstock’s 
Sept 20  Family Fun Bike Ride Malta 
Sept 28  NNYP Barge Chaser at Grafton Lakes 
Oct 2      Meeting  Adirondack Heritage Dick Tucker 
Oct 3-5  Paddlers Weekend at the Clubhouse 
Oct 10-13 Leaf Peepers Weekend at the Clubhouse 
Oct 16  Meeting  Stowe Mountain Resort Happenings 
Oct 17-19  Fall work weekend at the Clubhouse 
Oct 25    Accolades of Praises Party 
Nov 7-9 Albany Snow Show 
Nov 20 & 21 Warren Miller Movie at the Palace 
Nov 22 Schenectady Holiday Parade 
Dec 12-14  Bomber’s Early Season Clinic at Stowe 

New Equipment Trends 
 Sept 18 Meeting 

Doug Roylance of Goldstock’s Sporting Goods 
presents "What's new for Ski Season 2009?"�

Doug once again gives the club a first-time look 
at the new equipment for the season. This is just in 
time to start dropping hints for Christmas and start 
being good. Doug always stays for tech talk after and 
this is the best one-on-one advice a skier/boarder 
can get.  The Sept 18 meeting is at the Ancient 
Order of the Hibernian Hall  on State Street, Sch’dy. 
 

Adirondack Research Library & 
Adirondack Skiing Oct 2 Meeting 
Dick Tucker of The Adirondack Research Library 

(ARL) in Niskayuna will be our featured speaker. The 
ARL maintains the largest collection of Adirondack 
informational materials outside of the Park 
boundaries. It has maps, periodicals, technical 
reports, photos, slides, video and audio tapes, and 
archival materials from prominent Adirondack 
conservationists of the 19th and 20th centuries.  It is 
also the permanent home of the SWC archives and 
records.  The ARL is part of The Association for the 
Protection of the Adirondacks, which has strived to 
protect our waterways and mountains of the 
Adirondack and Catskill Parks.  Dick Tucker is an 
avid backcountry Telemarker and hiker (We will see if 
Dick will share photos and locations of his favorite 
powder stashes). The meeting is at the Ancient 
Order of the Hibernian Hall on State Street, 
Schenectady. 
 

Leaf Peeper & First Time Clubhouse 
Visitors Weekend Oct 10-13 

Enjoy Vermont's Autumn foliage and gourmet 
meals hosted by the Asselins and Schaefers. Ray is 
planning an Italian night for Saturday evening and Bill 
will put the BBQ to work for Sunday night. We would 
especially like to invite and welcome "first timers" to 
the Clubhouse to see the place and enjoy the 
Vermont fall experience. Be on your own or we will 
share the best views we have discovered in the area. 
Your days will be free to roam the Vermont 
countryside, visit Ben & Jerry's, walk, hike, bike ride, 
or just relax and have lunch at one of the area 
restaurants.   

Bill & Ray will be hosting the extended weekend 
from Friday night to Monday with meals on Sat, Sun 
and Mon morning.  Contact Bill 370-0229 
wschaefe@nycap.rr.com or Ray 355-1882 
timetoskiswc@aol.com for details. 1
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President's Corner:  by Bill Schaefer 
Someone asked the other day if I was worried 

about the club with the never ending news of gas 
prices, the home energy costs, and business 
problems everywhere. I do worry, but probably not 
like I should. That doesn't sound right does it?  This 
has to do with our roots.  

The 75th Anniversary is a reminder not just of the 
club’s birth but of the very reason it was formed. You 
see, the club was born because of hard times. The 
founders of the club did so because of the need to 
have something positive and affordable during the 
Great Depression. Folks relied on each other perhaps 
more then than they do now, but some issues were 
the same. These folks wanted to attend the 1932 
Winter Olympics. No money for hotels or equipment, 
they used club meetings to make sleeping bags and 
camped out for 2 weeks at the Adirondack Lodge. 
Later, in 1934 they used trains to North Creek to save 
money and had a lot of fun according to the stories 
(Ask Freddie Andersen if you don't believe me). 
Come World War 2, they might have slowed down a 
bit with the war effort, but coming out of that was 
better equipment, the 10th Mountain Division ski 
soldiers became visionary about large ski areas and 
the sport exploded.  Our next crisis was the 1970's 
fuel crisis - sound familiar? The club continued to 
exist to meet the needs of people with a common 
interest and a Clubhouse at Stowe was born.  

So - What's my point? Am I worried? Yes - that is 
my job and the job of your Board members. Do I think 
the club and Clubhouse will survive?  Yes, but that is 
up to you. You can stay home and complain or you 
can call a friend and share the gas.  I plan on skiing 
and hope to see you out there. 

 

Wanted - Occasional Legal Advice 
Are you a club member who can occasionally 

provide legal advice on club activities to the board? 
Club members have asked about tax-deductible gifts, 
participate in matching donation programs and 
lifetime memberships as other clubs do. We just 
need a little help going in the right direction.  If you 
can help, please contact Bill Schaefer 370-0229 
wschaef1@nycap.rr.com. 

 

Wanted (Still Needed):  
Any photo showing the armband of an original 

First Aid Committee skier circa 1934. What we are 
trying to identify is the original armband design.  We 
can see the armband in an old movie, but not close 
enough to see the design. Perhaps you even know 
the whereabouts of an armband?  Contact Bill 
Schaefer if you have any ideas. 

This may be your LAST Chatter/Blade  
 

This is your last Chatter/ Blade if you have not pa id 
your dues.  Renew to stay informed and benefit from  
club membership. Membership is required for Cheap 
Ski Days, Clubhouse use, Paddling results and 
updates of your favorite sports.  

We have made an exception for the forgetful 
members this year and have continued to send the 
Chatter/Blade through this issue.  Your Club year 
runs from June to the end of May so as of May 31 
your dues were due.  When members “forget” to pay 
their dues in June our hard working volunteers have 
to track the membership, change the mailing list and 
then add you later when you remember that you need 
the Clubhouse combination or need a cheap ski 
ticket.  Remember, the Clubhouse door combination 
is changing and you will need your ORANGE 
membership card. Send in those dues now!!!  

 

Coming Events to Remember 
 

Snow Show - 11/ 7, 8, 9  
The Annual Times Union Snow Show at the Empire 
State Plaza will be Nov 7 to 9 this year.  Watch for 
more information in the October Chatter.  

Warren Miller - Save the Date!  
New days and times this year for three showings  

Thursday, Nov 20 at 8 pm  
Friday November 21 6:30 and 9:30 pm  

Be sure to buy your ticket from a club member, as 
this is our major fundraiser for the year.  We receive 
money from our ticket sales and much less from the 
Internet sales. 

 

Attention Parade Lovers (Nov 22) 
This years Schenectady Holiday Parade is on 

Nov 22. This date is following The Snow Show and 2 
days of the Warren Miller Movie.  Member volunteers 
are needed to organize the parade and float activity. 
Please contact a board member if you have an 
interest in participating in the parade. 

 

Stowe Ski Club Appreciation Days 
The Stowe really cheap ski days have been 

announced so you can make your plans now.  Last 
year the Clubhouse was packed (not quite full but 
packed) during these times.  The dates for this 
season are: Dec 5-7, Jan 12-14, March 18-22.  Last 
season the skiing in March was superb with piles of 
new snow on a massive base.  Adult (<65) prices are 
~$32/day and senior/junior is only ~$13/day.  There is 
an advantage to outlasting your younger friends.  
Check the web site for more details. 
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Clubhouse Corner:  
Summer Season Happenings 

Our Summer Season is rapidly slipping away into 
Fall.  We have three events planned for the fall.  We 
doubled the number of sponsored weekends and 
more than doubled the number of members using the 
Clubhouse over the summer.    There is still time to 
go up to Vermont and enjoy the reservoir, shopping, 
Ben & Jerry’s (number one tourist attraction in VT), 
the Stowe Bike/Hike path, hiking the two tallest 
mountains in VT, hiking the long trail and so much 
more.  

Please call Ray Asselin, 355-1882, if you are 
interested in hosting or organizing any weekends.   
Remember, you don’t have to have a host to make 
your Clubhouse stay a success.  Just read the 
instructions for the heating system and treat the house 
like your own and leave it cleaner when you leave than 
when you arrived.  

 

Leaf Peeping Weekend Oct 10-12 
Our Leaf Peeping weekend is now scheduled for 

Oct 10-12.  This is the scheduled peak of the fall 
colors in VT and with all the rain this year, they 
should be spectacular.  See the first page article. 

 

Work Weekend Oct 17-19 
Your Clubhouse needs your help again this fall.  

Our clean it up and make it better weekend is 
scheduled for Oct 17-19 (the weekend after the leaf 
peeping weekend).  We will be doing more carpentry 
and painting preparations this fall with a focus on a 
new carpet for the office room and a general sprucing 
up of the office and halls.  We already have 4 people 
signed up for the weekend and the best rooms are 
going fast.  Call Bill Kornrumpf at 370-4017 now and 
reserve your room. 

 

Now is the Time to Think Snow 
Now is the time to start thinking about your winter 
schedule.  Start planning on your trips to Vermont 
and the Clubhouse.  Call Walt Kangas (370-5136) 
and sign up to be a weekend host.  We need you to 
help during the holidays and you get the best room in 
the house if you are the host, plus free lodging. 

 

The Stowe Express 
Would you like to Carpool to the Clubhouse? If you 

do, tell us if you want to ride, to drive, or either. We’ll 
put your names in the Chatter so you may contact 
each other. This will just be a posting in the 
newsletter; it will be up to you to make your 
arrangements. Send Carpool interests to Bill 
Schaefer – wschaef1@nycap.rr.com.  Remember, 
any time you reserve a place for one of the weekend 
events, the host will have a list of attendees for car-
pooling. 

Racers Corner: by Dorie Valenti 
Accolades of Praises Oct 25 

YOUR SWC ski team has been busy this 
summer, each team member faithfully rising early and 
running 10 miles before dawn, in the rains and winds 
and heat of summer days, and then biking 25 miles 
up and over hills and around dales and without 
complaint completing their daily workouts with a 
swim, diving into the shimmering waters of Lake 
George from the village dock and swimming to the 
Historic Fort Ticonderoga, each member 
courageously dodging the rattlers as we made our 
way through the Narrows, stopping briefly at Ruth and 
Jens camp for a bite to eat and a bottle of beer. 

YES! We are the team of the century. This coming 
season, we will melt the spandex off of each and 
every one of our competitors. 
Come celebrate the courage and determination of 
your SWC ski team to rise above all adversity and to 
carry on, ad infinitum. Shower your team members 
with accolades of praises at my home, 24 Plymouth 
Avenue, on October 25th.  Festivities will begin at 
5:30. [Editors note: this article was submitted by a 
known source and not checked for accuracy beyond 
the facts: date, time & place.] 

 

Bike/Hike Weekend Report 
Walt Kangas outdid himself again this year.  He 

scheduled the bike/hike weekend at the Clubhouse 
on a spectacular weekend.  The sun came out both 
Sat and Sun with great bike riding and mountain top 
views for the hikers.  Members hiked both Mount 
Mansfield and Camels Hump. 22 members joined 
Walt for a memorable weekend with exceptional 
cooking by Walt’s cousin Earl Lahna.  The weekend 
entertainment was watching the parade of Antique 
Cars in Stowe and the block party on Main Street on 
Saturday night with dancing till the wee hours. 

 

 

Gina Kornrumpf, Sid Sidway, 
Jon Skalwold, Walt Kangas & 
Bill Kornrumpf at the 
Craftsbury General Store 
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For Sale: 
Thule 2 bike rack for 2” receiver, like new  $75.00 
Call Ronda Anderson 885-0971  

 
 

SWC Logo Fitness Fleece 
And other great SWC Things 

Would you like a fine souvenir of the 75th 
Anniversary Party?  We are taking orders for SWC 
monogrammed fleeces.  They are great for hanging 
around or use as a layer in your ski outfit.  This year 
we have several colors.  For men: Black, Deep Red, 
Bottle Blue, Graphite, and Night (navy blue).  For 
women: Black, Deep Red, Dark Plum, Green Tea, 
Ivory, Sea Blue, and Slate Teal.   Cost is $40 and 
includes a small fund raising contribution to SWC.  
Call Walt Kangas (370-5136) with your size and color. 

To celebrate SWC's 75 th year , we also have SWC 
decals in two sizes, patches. 

The larger decals (2.5 inches) are great for helmets 
and car windows.  The smaller (about half size) are 
great for ski tips, poles, and helmets with limited space 
for a decal.  The decals will help make your equipment 
unique (easier to find in the ski rack and harder for 
someone to accidentally take the wrong equipment).  
They also make good conversation starters while riding 
the chairlift.  The patches can be sewn on jackets and 
ski bags.  Displaying these gets our Club visibility out in 
the world and helps recruit new members.  The Fleece 
is from LL Bean and have the SWC Logo embroidered 
on the chest. 

Large decals are $3, small decals are $1 and the 
patches are $3.  See Walt Kangas at some event or 
you can send a self-addressed stamped envelope; 
listing those items you want, with a check made out to 
SWC to the address below.  Mark the envelope - SWC 
Goodies and include your phone number in case Walt 
has questions.  Walt Kangas, 1061 Waverly Place, 
Schenectady NY 12308 

 

Waterbury Center Luau Report 
 

Sophie's Luau Weekend was a great success! 
Soph set the Hawaiian atmosphere with soft music to 
begin the evening.  Some songs and fun hors 
D’Oeuvres added to the festive decorations and 
outfits. The weather cooperated nicely, providing that 
great Vermont air and pleasant days for the Craft 
Fair, paddling, hiking, biking and swimming.  Elmore 
State Park was a great spot for swimming, since the 
Waterbury Res was flooded from previous rains. Yes, 
picnic tables and docks were floating around, and the 
water level reached nearly to the road entrance to the 
beach area.  "Pine" trees were ¼ submerged, giving 
an eerie look to the otherwise tranquil setting.  I 
believe it was Margaret who suggested the Elmore 
site, and it was very nice.  A smaller lake than the 
Reservoir area it was very clean and refreshing. 

A little rainstorm occurred after cocktail hour, but it 
was time for dinner and so it all worked out just right.  
Soph outdid herself again with chicken, rice, 
vegetables, and a lovely sauce.  Of course, her 
inimitable cakes topped off the meal.  Thanks to Al 
Foster for making it possible to view "South Pacific", 
always a treat to see. 

On the return trip Joe Nicolella, Sophie, Charlotte 
and Bob and I made a couple of stops. If you haven't 
seen the Crown Point Historic Museum, it's a must. 
We actually walked on ground where British and 
French soldiers lived and fought. 

There is also a museum building with artifacts and 
exhibits. This is close to Chimney Point, one of the 
earliest, most intensely settled, and most strategic 
sites in the Champlain Valley, with habitation as far 
back as 7,500 years.  Native American, French 
colonial and early American cultures are represented 
in exhibits and special events. Both are well worth the 
trip on your way home some Sunday.  

Additionally, we stopped at the Ironville Museum, 
a look at the history of a once famous iron ore 
producing town, responsible for providing canon and 
artillery materials for World War I. We walked through 
the home of Dr. Senior-Moment-can't recall the name, 
which is the museum, itself. Through the summer 
kitchen, there's a barn full of antiques of the time, and 
another barn we didn't have time for. Another stop to 
make next time. 

All this is not to diminish the fabulous "Goodies" 
ice cream stand, located between Crown Point and 
Ironville, which has the most delicious grilled chicken 
sandwich at $2.95 and cones the size of Mt. 
McKinley.  For the first time in his life, Joe needed to 
toss the last quarter of his cone. So, that's the whole 
trip, and I hope you make it to next year's Luau, which 
Soph tried to bow out of, but we coaxed her into one 
more time.  She may let a few of us try to substitute 
for her w/a Hawaiian BBQ--with her blessings only, of 
course, and she must provide the entertainment!  

See you then. Aloha. Submitted by Anna Dugan 

New hot water 
heater at the 
Clubhouse tanks 
to Ray Asselin & 
Bill Kornrumpf 
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Family Fun Bike Ride Sept 20 
The Malta Sunrise Rotary is sponsoring a Family 

Fun Bike Ride, on Sat Sept 20 (Rain date Sept 21) All 
rides start at the Shenantaha Creek Park, Eastline Rd 
Malta, NY (2 miles west on Rt 67 from Exit 12 I-87) 
There will be a 10-mile family ride, 25 & 50 mile rides. 
Registration is $15 individual, $25 per family 
Proceeds go toward Rotary youth programs. 
Family Ride    10 mile registration 9:30, Start 10:00 

25-mile registration 8:30, start 9:00 
50-mile registration 7:45 start 8:15 

At the conclusion of the ride, join us at the Malta 
Community Day event in the park. You may register 
at any branch of the Ballston Spa National Bank or 
visit our website for registration forms and more 
information maltasunriserotary.googlepages.com or 
call Diane Balch 885-9899 or dbalch1@nycap.rr.com 

 

What's Happening at Stowe?  
A great website to find out what's happening in 

Stowe at any time is www.gostowe.com then at the 
top center of the page, click on "THINGS TO DO".  
You'll find all kinds of fun things to do as you plan 
your year round outings. 

 

Membership Form New Questions 
We have been asked: “Why are there new 

questions on the application this year?” 
As your Board, we are always trying to make the 

Club more relevant and cut costs.  We need to know 
what works!  Question for new members? How did 
you hear about SWC-NNYP? 

Was it the suggestion that members need to talk 
about the Club to their friends and relatives and have 
them join?  Giving gift memberships?  Was it the 
articles that the Times Union and Daily Gazette 
wrote?  Better looking parade floats?  All of the above 
brings in new members at low cost.  Should we 
advertise to continue our growth? 

Would you like the newsletter by email?  More 
businesses are getting away from paper copies. 
Unfortunately, we cannot mass email copies because 
it would be considered SPAM and it will be blocked 
from your email.  However, we have the newsletter on 
our web site almost two weeks prior to receiving the 
newsletter in the mail. Should we reduce printing and 
mailing costs by sending a post card instead to 
remind those who wish not to get the limited printed 
version?  The pictures are clearer and in color; there 
are additional articles; the race results and schedules 
will be posted on the web site. 

 

Thursday Biking Season Over 
Now that the Thursday Biking Season is over, we 

want to thank the last hosts of the season: Al Vollmer, 
Pat & Paul Kurowski, Celia & Bernie Mansbach, Mary 
MacDonald and Ronda & “Bomber” Anderson.  Al 
Vollmer treated us to a slide show of his Alaska 
Cruise/Adventure after the ride.  Not to be outdone, 
the Mansbachs gave us a view of their recent trip to 
Brazil.  A special thank you goes to first time host 
Mary MacDonald, who already promised to have us 
back next year. 

Our ride record stands at 16 rides with only one 
ride with rain during the ride.  Who would have 
thought that with all the weather forecasts of gloomy 
days and constant rain that it only rained on one 
Thursday night this season?  It just goes to prove 
once again that you cannot let the local weather 
forecast guide your life.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chatter/Blade on Website  
The Chatter/ Blade is timed to arrive at your 

doorstep for the first of the month.  As it is sent to the 
printer, we post it on our website. This means the 
Chatter/Blade can be viewed about the 20th of the 
month, or about 10 days earlier. (The best part is the 
pictures look great in color).  In addition to the color 
photos and early delivery, there is more room in the 
web version for extra photos and information that 
may not make it into the print version of the Chatter 
and Blade. 

 The Mary MacDonald ride start 

 
The Celia & Bernie Mansbach ride start 

5



 

Sept 1, 2008 

PADDLER’S PARADISE Sept 14-19 
Beautiful lakes, mountains in the distance, drifting 

streams, ducks, loons, turtles, great company, short 
easy portages…. Is this heaven?  Those interested in 
joining this trip should block out Sept 14th to 19th.  Jean 
and Warren Burton have several day trips planned 
from a base at Fish Creek Pond Campground, near 
Tupper Lake, NY.  Meals can be prepared and eaten 
together.  This will be “car camping” in tents.  All 
camping sites have waterfront.  The campground 
provides toilets, hot showers, and picnic tables for 
$20/night.  In case of rain the options include: the Wild 
Side Museum in Tupper Lake, Paul Smith Interpretive 
Center, and the village of Saranac Lake.  If you are 
interested call Jean and Warren at 872-2333 or email 
at wburton2@nycap.rr.com for more details.  If you 
would like to join this trip for only two days that will 
work also.  Each site can accommodate up to six 
adults or two cars. 

 

October 11-12 Paddlers' Weekend  
How does this sound?  A fabulous picnic lunch on 

the shore, surrounded by myriad autumn colors 
reflected on the clear waters of the Waterbury 
Reservoir.  You can be there Oct 11 if you call Anna 
Dugan at 489-5092, or email adugan@nycap.rr.com 
for a reservation for the Paddlers Weekend at the 
Clubhouse in Waterbury Center, VT.  This year, I'd like 
to offer a potluck on Friday evening.  I'll provide pasta 
and one bottle of wine, if folks will be interested in 
adding to that.  Let me know when you call.  Usually, 
Friday evening is on our own, but I see no reason why 
we cannot get together on our own, if you'd like. 

Back to Saturday, In the event of rain, there is 
plenty to do in the surrounding area, including a great 
aquarium in Burlington, Ben & Jerry’s factory tour 
indoor tennis at Stowe, and games or relaxing in the 
cozy fireplace room at the House. 

Sunday may include the Elmore State Park for 
paddling, hiking, and biking; then lunch at Park 
Squeeze, which is the greatest (and most delicious) 
bargain around, located in Vergennes on the way 
home.  Hoping to hear from you soon, Anna. 

 

This may be your LAST Blade 
This is your last Chatter/ Blade if you have not pa id 

your dues.  Renew to stay informed and benefit from  
club membership.  

We have made an exception for the forgetful 
members this year and have continued to send the 
Chatter/Blade through this issue.  Your Club year runs 
from June to the end of May so as of May 31 your 
dues were due.  When members “forget” to pay their 
dues in June our hard working volunteers have to track 
the membership, change the mailing list and then add 
you later when you remember that you need the 
Clubhouse combination, need a cheap ski ticket or 
event schedule.  Remember, the Clubhouse door 
combination is changing and you will need your 
ORANGE membership card. Send in those dues 
now!!!  

 

Monday Night Canoeing 
Paddling continues at Kiwanis Park in Rotterdam 
Junction every Monday evening through September.  
Canoes and paddles are available (see article later on)  

Remember to be at Kiwanis Park by 6 p.m.  Also, 
if you’d like instruction in the basics of paddling and 
water safety, Terry Tamer or Geoff Moore at (518) 
435-1704 have volunteered – but call and let them 
know so they don’t leave without you. 

 

Monday Potluck Dinners 
Three of the four Potluck Suppers are now 

history.  The last one, August 11, was held under near-
washout conditions during a heavy rainstorm, but still a 
dozen people showed up – somewhat smaller than the 
normal 30 or so.  They will all be awarded the 
Croissant-de-Guerre sometime in the distant future.  
Thanks to Heidi and Anna for spearheading it. 

The last Potluck will be on the 2nd Monday of the 
month Sept 8.  As usual, it will be at Kiwanis Park in 
Rotterdam Junction.  Heidi Walsh, Ellen La Fontana 
and Sandy Brien have agreed to host. 

You can join by bringing a hot or cold dish to share 
and must bring your own beverages.  Hamburgers will 
be provided for a $2.00 donation. CHANGE:  As a 
change, cooking will begin at 7pm for the 9/8 
potluck  (if you are going to paddle that night, you 
might want to get there a little early, say 5:30pm). 

The potlucks are a popular event.  Join us. 
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NNYP Paddling Events 
Of chief interest to NNYP members are our own 

races and activities.  Both the 2008 Towpath Regatta 
and the 2008 Electric City regatta are now in the 
record books, with kudos to Geoff Moore and Kim and 
Ed Greiner and their respective bands of helpers. 

 

The third NNYP race of the year is the Barge 
Chaser,  which is scheduled for Sunday Sept 28 .  
There is a 3- mile and a 7-mile race that includes two 
short portages.  Registration begins at 10am and the 
race starts at 11:00. Grafton Lakes State Park is a 
great place to wind up the season with the leaves 
starting to change in the crisp autumn air.  Director 
Sue Knapik 518-843-8133 or coitsbb@omh.state.ny.us 
asks that you bring a dish to share for the potluck 
picnic to follow the race. 
 

Time Trials  continue to be held every Wed 
evening starting at 6:30 pm through Sept 17th at 
Aqueduct Park in Niskayuna (Mohawk River at the 
Rexford Bridge).  The course is a 3.65-mile loop on the 
Mohawk River, and takes from 27 minutes to a week 
(which is why we hold them only once a week).  Sign-
up is between 6 and 6:30. The start is promptly at 6:30 
so be on the line at the start!  It’s a good idea to get 
there a half hour or so early to have time to set up your 
boat and do a warm-up run.  Regardless of your ability 
or boat type, the time trials are a good opportunity to 
track your progress, racing against the clock in 
differing conditions.  It’s also a chance to get some 
pointers from our veteran racers and practice starting 
in real racing conditions.  Registration is free to NNYP 
members and $10 for non-members (first time is free). 

The weekly time trials have become something of a 
regional draw, bringing good paddlers from Virginia, 
New Jersey, North Carolina, Long Island, and even 
Albany.  However, anything that can float and be 
human propelled will find a class to win at the time 
trials, just check the Thurs Gazette for results.  For 
more information contact Alec Davis at 399-1435 or 
alecdavis@earthlink.net. The Greiners and Alec Davis 
 

Report from the Battenkill  
Sunday July 20 saw 13 lucky people continue the 

annual tradition of paddling down the Battenkill.  We 
were split about even between canoeists and kayakers, 
and conditions could not have been better. 

This trip was a joint effort between SWC/NNYP 
and ADK/Schenectady, and is the trip the late Betty 
Lou Bailey co-led for many years. We paddled from 
the Sushan Bridge to Lat Schmidt’s family camp on 
Skelley Road – about 3 hours of paddling.  The 
frequent Class 1 water (amplified by some downed 
strainers) made it even more interesting. 

In addition to Lat, other people who were vying for 
Olympic canoeing fame were:  Cindy Thomson, Len 
Barnish, Mike Phillips, Brad Bishoff, Carol Hynes, 

Brian Clark, Carol Meisel, David Crystal, Cheryl and 
Larry Silverman and Lois and Allan Foster.  The post-
paddle tradition of spitting watermelon seeds from the 
back porch of Lat’s family camp was continued!! 
 

Keep The News Coming 
Thanks to the roving reporters out there for 

sending in the tidbits of info that turn the Blade into 
such a journalistic masterpiece.  Keep it up – we don’t 
care whether there is an ounce of truth to it!  Water 
sport write-ups, photos, jokes, stories, or activities that 
might interest the group (like hiking, theater, etc) are 
fine.  Send to Allan Foster: adfos@aol.com, 379 
McCormack Rd, Albany, NY 12208, by the 12th of 
month.  Put NNYP, SWC or Blade in the email subject 
title line so I don’t Spam you, and pictures should be 
less than 100Kb. 

Protocols 
We had overlooked the fact that SWC’ers can now 

relish the joy of watching the swimming at the famous 
nude rocks on the secluded east shore of the 
Waterbury Reservoir.  Fortunately, Ed Miller 
discovered the accepted rules, as reprinted from a 
Miss Manners column appearing in the Burlington 
Herald, and rescued from the Clubhouse fireplace 
room. 
 

Dear Pricilla: 
First, never stare, leave bird watching binoculars in your car. 
Nudity belongs in the water. Swimsuits are really quite 

functional on shore - giving support to sagging and dangling 
body parts and protecting the tusch from rough scratchy rocks.  
Admittedly going topless does a lot for a summer tan. Still it’s 
not appropriate for beach volleyball. Men are advised to keep 
their trunks on for at least 4 hours after taking enhancements.  

Getting into and out of the water takes some finesse. The 
first person should go close to the water, quickly drop their 
cloths and quickly submerge most of their body . . . 
Subsequent bathers do the same but the early swimmers 
should avert their eyes. Eye contact is OK, even during a Full 
Monty moment, as long as eyes move right or left during 
disengagement. 

Getting out follows the same etiquette. Newcomers to nude 
bathing may feel more comfortable backing out of the water. It 
all depends upon who is on shore and who is in the water. For 
really new comers, one can enter the water wearing a swimsuit 
and then remove it. They even make a gadget for clipping your 
swimsuit to a buoy until you are ready to leave the water. 
Needless to say, this negates two of the advantages of nude 
bathing, as you must now bring a swimsuit and then sit in it for 
the rest of your paddle. As a practical matter, it is very difficult 
to get into a wet lycra swimsuit underwater. It's dangerous and 
you could drown doing it. 

And Pricilla, remember, if you see a stranger, just remove 
your glasses. As is well known, if you can’t see him, he can’t 
see you.             Miss Manners 
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For Sale 
LIGHWEIGHT CANOE... 
New 17 ft "Miller" fiberglass and wood (cherry and ash) 
canoe for sale. Latest lightweight design, 41 pounds, 
with built in carrying yoke, caned seats and attractive 
finish. $1200 Nelson Miller 798-6475 
 

CANOE and KAYAK. 
Canoe - Wenonah 15' Solo Kevlar Rendezvous, lake 
or river 34 lbs. Nice Cond, $1200 
Kayak - Current design 12' Kestral, TCS, 41 lbs. Like 
new! $1400  Call Steve at 413-743-5900, Berkshire 
Outfitters 
 

THULE/YAKIMA RACK and ACCESSORIES. 
Show your NNYP membership card Sally or Bud 
Halsey at The Boathouse at Rexford Bridge to receive 
a 20% discount on in stock Thule and Yakima rack 
accessories. Shipping required on orders unless 
combined with our large order. 

Help Wanted 
The club canoes at the clubhouse are in desperate 

need of some wood refinishing.  Call Anna (489-5092) 
to help or just do it yourself this summer.  Thanks. 
 

Club Canoe Availability 
Remember that we (SWC/NNYP) have canoes, 
paddles, PFD’s, and one kayak for use by members: 

18’ 6” Wenonah CC   18’ 6” Lincoln CC   18’ 6” Sawyer CC     
18’ 5” Alumicraft        12” Acadia Kayak  
These boats may be borrowed by Club members for 

a $5/day, $25/week donation.  They are located at 
Uncle Donnie Patneaude’s house at 741 River Road, 
Lower Rotterdam Junction (about 0.3 mile from the 
Kiwanis boat launch.  518-887-5483). 

There are also four canoes at the Clubhouse. Since 
the availability of life vests (PFDs), is limited, you 
should bring one along if you have one. 

 

STATEWIDE EVENTS/RACES 
Below is a summary of most of the races run in NY 

State, run under the watchful eye of the New York 
Marathon Canoe Racing Association. If you race 
canoes or kayaks in New York State, you should 
probably join NYMCRA.  It is a dynamic group, 
promoting friendly competition and fitness on the 
water.  Find out more at www.nymcra.org.   

You can find the whole list at nymcra.org or 
macscanoe.com.  So, if you think that there isn’t much 
canoe/kayak racing going on, take a look at this: 
 

Until  Sept 17.  Every Wed evening Time Trials 
Rexford  NY  Alec Davis  518 399 1435 alecdavis@earthlink.net 
 

Sept 5 – 7, Fri - Sun 
26th Annual Adirondack Canoe Classic,  Old Forge, NY 
Brian & Grace McDonnell    518 891 2744  (AWA race hotline) 
macadk@northnet.org  or  www.macscanoe.com 
 

Sept 13, Sat 12th Annual Rochester River Challenge, Rochester, 
NY   Jan Whitaker585 292 6107  janwhitaker@frontiernet.net or  
www.adaptivecanoeing.org 
 

Sept 14, Sun 30th Annual Great Josh Billings Run Aground 
Triathlon, Lenox, MA     Patty Spector, 413 637 6913 

patty@joshbillings.com  or  www.joshbillings.com 
 

Sept 27,  Sat  Long Lake Long Boat Regatta,  Long Lake, NY 
Brian & Grace McDonnell     518 891 2744  (AWA race hotline) 
macadk@northnet.org or www.macscanoe.com 
 

Sept 27 – 28,  Sun 
USCA Aluminum Nationals    Colorado River, Bastrop, TX 
Pete Binion979 218 4947    pbinion@txcyber.com  or   
http://www.txcanoeracing.org/AluminumNationals.html 
 

Sept 28,  Sun 
Classique de l’outaouais, Cantley, Quebec  $5,000 in prize money 
 

Sept 28,  Sun 
Grafton Lakes Barge Chaser, Grafton Lakes State Park, NY 
Sue (Brisley) Knapik  518 843 8133 coitsbb@omh.state.ny.us 
 

Oct 4, Sat 
Irma Sagazie Esopus Creek Safari, Saugerties, NY, Kelly Meyers 
845 247 9664 yakracer@hotmail.com or www.atkenco.com 
 

Oct 12, Sun  Mayors Cup New York City Kayak Championships  
North Cove Marina, NYC, NY  Ray Fusco,  845 440 3127 
info@nymayorscup.com  or  www.nymayorscup.com 

 

Names and Numbers to Remember 
Board of Directors: 
Bill Schaefer, President H 370-0229 
Pete Weykamp, VP Administration H 785-6433 
Anna Dugan, VP Nordic H 489-5092 
Kathy Perrego, VP Activities  H 869-1155 
Dorie Valenti, VP-Alpine H 334-0652 
Anna Dugan NNYP President H 489-5092 
Lat Schmidt, Secretary,  H 372-2915 
Ray Asselin, Treasurer H 355-1882 
Walt Kangas, Clubhouse Director  H 370-5136 
Tony Dorangrichia, At Large H 435-9981 
Rich Vanderwood, At Large H 368-1149 
John Rack, At Large                H-399-5081 
Jon Skalwold, Past Pres. H 382-8458 
Others: 
Jean Burton, Membership  H 872-2333 
Gina Kornrumpf Bike coordinator H 370-4017 
Bill Kornrumpf, Chatter Editor & H 370-4017 
        Clubhouse Facilities  wkornrumpf@ieee.org  
Allan Foster Blade Editor adfos@aol.com H 438-5540 
Dorie Valenti Webmaster doriev@verizon.net  
Clubhouse at Waterbury Center  802-244-8918 
 

Change Of Address Notices 
Change of Address notices should be sent to: Jean 

Burton, wburton2@nycap.rr.com or PO 46, Gallupville, NY 
12073.  Do not send to the editors, or the Club PO Box, they 
will get lost. 
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Conservation Report 
by Henri T. Plant  

 
It used to be thought that the oceans were just too 

huge to be fished out and fish was for a poor person's 
diet. Guess what! That was dead wrong! Much of the 
earth's prime fishing grounds have been devastated 
and some fish costs more than prime beef. One of the 
reasons for the devastation of some of the prime 
fishing grounds is the completely unsustainable 
methods that are used to harvest ground fish - bottom 
trawling.  These huge devices plow up just about 
everything in their path. All of the so-called by-catch 
is eventually tossed overboard to die. Besides this 
wasteful practice, it also completely disrupts the 
entire area of its spawning grounds and habitat for all 
the food sources of the ground fishes that are being 
fished for. Finally, in the South Pacific, one of the 
most vulnerable of areas, some 20 nations have 
gotten together to do something about it. Why are we 
humans, who are supposed to be so smart, always so 
late in recognizing problems? 
 
 After all of the above, how about some levity:  
*   If you don't pay your exorcist, you get 
repossessed.    
*   And remember, every calendar's days are 
numbered - Yuk, Yuk! 
 

Strange Facts 
  Collected by Ron Neadle  
 
· Seals sleep only one and a half minutes at a time. 
· New York City's school children represent about 

188 different countries. 
· A crocodile cannot move its tongue. 
 
 
 
 
VOLUNTEERS TO LEAD HIKES WOULD BE 
APPRECIATED 
 

Hikes in September: 
Please call the trip leader in advance, since weather and 
other factors may cause a change in date, meeting place 
or location of the trip. Please, no pets on any hike as a 
courtesy to others. This is a volunteer organization and 
with any activity there is a presumption of risk. Each 
participant is responsible for his or her own safety.  Bring 
ample food and water, dress appropriately and have a wonderful 
time. 
Hike leaders :  Please send your reports to: 
Cecilia A. MacDonald, 260 Sever Road, Delanson, NY 12053. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday,  September 14 - John Rack  will lead a hike in 

Plotterkill . The varied terrain of this hike and its 
proximity make it a favorite. Call John at 399-5081 
for sign-up. Meet at 10 o'clock at Rotterdam 
Square, opposite Office Max. 

Sunday , September 28 - Margaret Parks  has chosen 
The Long Path at Thatcher Park  on the recently 
rerouted trail for today’s hike. Again, this is a 
lovely trail with some elevation, beautiful views 
and only a short drive from home. Call Margaret 
at 785-8267 for meeting time and place. 

 
  

TripTales 
Aug. 3 - Sunday - We had a bike ride from Glens 

Falls along the feeder canal to Fort Edward, a 25 mile 
round trip which included a 5 mile detour to a native 
American Pow-Wow in Fort Edward. We watched 
Indians dance to the beat of the drums. Great 
costumes! 

When we returned to Glens Falls we found the 
streets blocked off. To our surprise, a bike race was 
in progress. Sooo we watched the bike race for a 
while. The race was 35 miles and I think it was 60 
laps around down town. I suppose John Rack will 
correct me if I'm wrong.  

Surprise, we had an ice cream stop on the ride back 
to our vehicles. 

PS we didn't get rained on.  
 Reported by Joe Nicolella  
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Membership Application    2008-09  
June 1, 2008 to May 31, 2009  

Schenectady Wintersports Club, Northern New York Paddlers & 
Mohawk Valley Hiking Club 

PO Box 228, Schenectady, NY, 12301 
 

Name
 __________________________________________________ 
Age Group (circle 0ne)  18-29   30-39    40-55     56-69     70+  

 

Address______________________________________________ 
 

_________________________________ZIP____________ 
Phone _________________ E-Mail_________________________ 

 

New Member (   )  Renewal (   )   $20 individual (   )   $30 Family (   ) 
 

For Family Membership, please indicate 
 

Name of Spouse________________________________________ 
Age Group (circle 0ne)   18-29     30-39      40-55      56-69    70+  

 

Names and Ages of Junior Members________________________ 
 

_____________________________________________________ 
To qualify for family membership, children must be under 18 or 18 
and still in High School. 

 

How did you hear about the Club? _________________________ 
 

This is a gift Membership from:  ___________________________ 
 

Please indicate your Activity interests.  Check as many as 
applicable; 
Alpine Skiing (   )        X-C Skiing (   )     Paddling (   )  Biking (   )     
Hiking (   )    Ski Trips Western US, Canada, Europe (   )  
 Ski Racing (   )  Wilderness/canoe camping (   )  Canoe Racing (   ) 
Other  

 

Would you like to receive your Chatter/Blade by e-mail?  YES   NO 
__________________________________________________ 
 
Interested in Club administration? If so what areas?  
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Interested in working with the NY Capital District Ski Council?  (   ) 
 
Comments ____________________________________________ 
 

Make check payable to SWC and mail with the completed 
application to SWC, PO Box 228, Schenectady NY, 12301 
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